Digitizing VHS/SVHS/Betamax
Tapes
Setting up the player

Power on the Yamaha tuner by pushing the “Standby/On” button on the
left side.
Use the “INPUT” knob to choose the appropriate playback setting for
your tape format:

DVD AUTO for SVHS
(if necessary, the SVHS player will also play VHS tapes)
DTV/CBL AUTO for BETAMAX
VCR for VHS
Put your tape into the appropriate playback machine:
VCR

Using the recording software

Go to the computer screen and open the “Elgato Video
Capture” program by clicking on the Elgato Video Capture
icon
Type in a name for
the video footage you
are recording by
replacing the text
“My Great Movie” in
the “What is the name
of this movie?” text
box - something
descriptive is
usually best (i.e.
1991 Jerod’s College
Graduation)
To find out
approximately how
much space the
converted video file
will take up on your Flash Drive / External Hard Drive, you can choose
a value from the Approximately how long is the movie? drop down menu.
The program will give you an estimate of how many GB (Gigabytes) will
be needed to save the video in digital format. Make sure your device
has at least that much available space.
To save the video directly onto your
Flash Drive or External Hard drive,
make sure your drive is plugged into
one of the computers USB ports and
then click on the Preferences
button. Under the General tab
(which defaults to My Videos, a
location on the library’s computer)
choose Other… and search for your
Drive and select it. Do not save
your file onto the library’s computer – it will be erased when the
computer reboots.
To get the best quality copy of your
video, our recommendation is to
leave High Resolution checked, but
if you want a smaller file size and
are willing to sacrifice some
quality, you can uncheck High
Resolution (Needs a fast PC). If
you have made any changes in

Preferences, click on the OK button to go back to the main screen when
you’re done.
Click on the Continue button.
Insert tape into the player and press PLAY to start the tape (you will
not be recording anything yet, this is just to test and see if the
video and audio are working correctly before beginning your
recording). Make sure than an image appears in the box instead of No
Signal. If no image appears check the tuner to make sure it set on
the appropriate input on the tuner (see page one) and make sure your
video player is actively playing your video.

NO
SIGNAL Video playback not set up correctly
correctly

Video set up

Choose yellow Composite (“RCA”) option by clicking in the circle to
the left of this icon (if not already selected).

Most video tape formats will have an aspect ratio of 4:3, but you can
change it to 16:9 if you like – although the image will likely stretch
and be somewhat distorted. If you chose 4:3 aspect ratio, you will
see black space on both the left and right of the image when viewing

on a modern 16:9 screen/monitor.
4:3 Aspect Ratio

16:9 Aspect Ratio

When it looks good, click on “CONTINUE”.

To make sure that the audio
connection is working, look
at the two bars underneath
the video image to verify
that green lights are moving
up back and forth to verify
that you have the audio
connected correctly. You
should also put on the audio
headphones to verify that
the audio sounds good. If
you don’t see any green
lights or hear any sound in
the headphones, check to
make sure your audio cables
are connected correctly.
When the sound is working, click on ”CONTINUE”.
Stop your video and rewind it to the beginning.

Click on the red “START RECORDING” button in the bottom right to begin
recording. After you have pressed the recording button, then press
“PLAY” on the your chosen tape player. You will be able to trim the
beginning and end of your video if needed (to get rid of any blue
screen or unwanted footage).
When the video is finished, click on the red button (which should now
say “STOP RECORDING”).

The

computer will save your recording.
on the screen for a short time.

You will see “ONE MOMENT PLEASE”

If you want to trim the beginning or
end of the video before it gets saved,
you can use the Trim Screen to do
this. By clicking your mouse and
holding on the top purple triangle,
you can preview your video frame by
frame.

To trim something off of the beginning, slide the left triangle
to the right to the point where you would like the video to
start. To trim something off the end, move the right triangle to
the left to the point where you would like the video to end. By
using the left and right arrow keys on the computer keyboard, you
can move the triangles in very small increments.
Click on “CONTINUE” when done editing or if you don’t need to do any
editing.

You will see the “Please wait while the movie is being processed”
screen. This could take anywhere from a few seconds to several
minutes depending on the length of the video.

After

the
processing is done, you should see the location where your video is
saved (either your device or the library’s computer. It will be saved
as an .mp4 video file. This can be played on a computer or uploaded
to YouTube as it or it can be burned to a DVD to be played on a
traditional DVD player using the Adobe Premiere Elements software on
the library computer (or other programs you may have on your
computer.)
Even if you burn the video file to DVD, it is recommended that you
keep the .mp4 file version – as DVDs are likely ending their life
cycle as a video medium.

