Transferring Digital 8 Video
Plugging in the Handycam

In order to transfer video from Digital 8, we need to use our Sony
Handycam Digital 8 camera to play back the video to record it on the
computer.

First, make sure that you have plugged the camera into the power
outlet with the black cord. The power cord plugs into the back of the
camera.

The S-Video cord (grey with yellow circle around the end) needs to be
plugged into the camera.

You also need to be sure that the sound cord is plugged into the green
headphone jack on the side of the camera. DO NOT use the Audio/Video
port next to the S-Video cord – that port does not work on our

secondhand camera.
IMPORTANT TIP: You need to make sure that the volume is turned up on
the camera. Once the power is turned on, you may need to adjust this
by pressing on the “+” button

Once those cords are plugged in, make sure that they are plugged into
the white device (called Elgato Video Capture). The yellow cord will
not be used, (we use S-Video instead for a higher quality picture).

Inserting your tape
Next, turn on the power on and make sure the Handycam is in VCR mode.

Press in the small
green button and move the switch up so the white line next to the word
“POWER” points at the VCR marking.

Turn the camera upside down and look for the gray release button on
the bottom of the camera. Slide the gray switch in the direction the

arrow is pointing.
Then gently pull outwards and shell of the camera will open.

DO NOT TOUCH THE silver/black area. It will rise up and automatically
pop open on its own so you can insert your tape. If it doesn’t pop up
after a few seconds, make sure the camera power is turned on.
Gently insert your tape into the slot in the direction seen in the

photo below.
Once the tape is inserted all the way down, press the side labeled
“PUSH” gently back under the silver bar. Once it “clicks” under the
silver bar, it will then move down back into the camera on its own –
DO NOT PUSH the top of silver bar down manually.

When the silver bar moves your cassette into the machine, gently push
the outside door of the camera shut again in the direction of the
arrow shown above.

Using the controls for the tape player

On the top side of the camera, there are controls for playing the
tape. You can press play to start the tape. Other controls can be
used to rewind, fast forward or stop the tape.

If you flip open
the screen on the side of the camera, you should be able to see the
picture from your video tape. Once you see the picture, you are ready

to open up the Elgato software on the computer to start digitizing
your video tape.

