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Searching historical records: HowSearching historical records: How

Simple search v. Advanced search



Searching historical records: How

Search philosophy #2: Known items vs. browse



Searching historical records: How

Search philosophy #3: Everything vs. specific 
things

Zorich, Diane, Günter Waibel, and Ricky Erway. 2008. “Beyond the Silos of the LAMs: 
Collaboration Among Libraries, Archives and Museums.” Report produced by OCLC 
Research. P.13. Online at: http://www.oclc.
org/research/publications/library/2008/2008-05.pdf



Searching historical records: Who

Klaus Stopp. Printed birth and baptismal certificates of German Americans. c.1880. Klaus Stopp Collection # 625. Online 
at: https://www.newberry.org/genealogy-teachers. Accessed March 13, 2016

https://www.newberry.org/genealogy-teachers


Gathering data



What users want

● Separate searches for vital records
● Separate fields for first name and 

last name
● Fewer clicks



To sum up:

Know your users and their search habits.  
Different users have different needs!

Know your data and your metadata!

Advanced search(ers) = simple results

Index fields for vital records: Last name, 
first name, mother’s maiden name (when 
available), county, year (at a minimum)
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