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Each Macalester International Roundtable is the culmination of a long
process of theme development and community initiative. Once again,
we are grateful for the commitment and attentive participation of our
guest panelists. It was especially difficult for several speakers to
attend, given the events of September 11. Our alumna, Dr. Louisa
Chapman, made a much-appreciated effort to produce a videotape of
her presentation when it became apparent that the Centers for Disease
Control would not allow employees to travel. Her’s is an instantiation
of the best of the bond between the College and our graduates. Interna-
tional Studies and Programming would also like to acknowledge the
contributions of our student workers, Kristen Harkness and Erica
Kaster. They maintained their composure under pressure and pro-
vided critical assistance. Our colleagues at the International Center
and in College Relations were notably helpful, as well.

*****

The Macalester International Roundtable, an intellectual festival con-
vened each October, is an occasion for serious conversations across the
College on topics of transnational significance. The practice is to com-
mission a set of essays — a keynote address, followed by four addi-
tional essays delivered by seasoned scholars — which become the
center of debate and discussion. Each of the four essays receives public
response from a Macalester student and a member of the faculty. The
purposes of the Roundtable are to cogitate together upon crucial but
difficult global questions and to cultivate further the equipoise that
minds of the Macalester academic community have long been
expected to hold between local anxieties and transnational pressures.
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