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ACRL Information Literacy Competency Standards 
for Higher Education 

1. The information literate student determines the nature and extent of the 

information needed. 

2. The information literate student accesses needed information effectively and 

efficiently. 

3. The information literate student evaluates information and its sources 

critically and incorporates selected information into his or her knowledge 

base and value system. 

4. The information literate student, individually or as a member of a group, uses 

information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose. 

5. The information literate student understands many of the economic, legal, 

and social issues surrounding the use of information and accesses and uses 

information ethically and legally. 

 



Standard #2: Students can’t search effectively 



Searching and search terms 



Choosing the right tool 



Standard #3: Evaluation of sources 

CRAP detection 
•Currency 
•Reliability 
•Authority 
•Purpose/point of view 
 

DHMO 
Mankato 
Medpedia 

 
 

http://loex2008collaborate.pbworks.com/w/page/18686701/The CRAP Test
http://www.dhmo.org/
http://city-mankato.us/
http://www.medpedia.com/


DHMO 



Mankato 



Mankato disclaimer 



Medpedia 



Resources 

• Information Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education. 
(2000) American Library Association.  
http://www.ala.org/acrl/ilcomstan.html. 

• The Library Instruction Cookbook (2009) edited by Ryan Sittler and 
Douglas Cook 

 



Thank you! 
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