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Sprouting SEAD: Exploring Youth Southeast Asian Leadership 

Towards Abolitionist Futures 

Haley Le-Vien 

 

Abstract 

 After a whirlwind summer with the Southeast Asian Diaspora Project, I reflect on my experiences 

there as a young Southeast Asian woman who is in youth work. Through analyzing the potential of 

queer activism, the history of Asian activism, the Stop AAPI Hate movement, and Asian solidarity with 

other BIPOC specifically right after the murder of George Floyd, I aim to provide suggestions for how 

Southeast Asian youth organizing could look like in the future to maintain an abolitonist vision and a 

strong dedication to the community. I emphasize the importance of grounding future activism outside 

of identity, the potential of horizontal leadership, and why youth must be the leaders of these future 

movements. I also provide examples of current Southeast Asian or BIPOC and queer organizations 

like PrYSM and Freedom Inc that are youth led that are good signs for the future. This is only the 

beginning of a much longer conversation and I intend to take my findings from this paper to apply to 

my own curriculum building for youth leadership programming. 

Keywords:  

Southeast Asian, youth, organizing, queer, activism, abolition 

Biography 

Haley is a proud daughter of Vietnamese immigrants who made Oakland, California their home. She is 

a first-generation college student who is a senior American Studies major at Macalester College. Haley 

is an aspiring educator who currently works with the Saint Paul Youth Commission and doesn’t see her 

time in youth work coming to an end any time soon.  



 

 

Further Reading 

Aguilar-San Juan, Karín. 2020. "49 Days of Mourning for George Floyd: An Asian American Re-

Awakening in St. Paul." Amerasia Journal 287–96. 

Asian American Organizing Project. 2021. New Narratives Episode 06: What a Messy Story (Part 1). 

January 19. Accessed November 30, 2021. http://aaopmn.org/2021/01/19/new-narratives-

episode-06-what-a-messy-story-part-1/. 

Cohen, Cathy J. 1997. "Punks, Bulldaggers, and Welfare Queens: The Radical Potential of Queer 

Politics?" GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies 437–65. 

Freedom, Inc. n.d. About Freedom Inc. Accessed November 30, 2021. https://www.freedom-

inc.org/index.php?page=about-us. 

History.com. 2020. Vietnam War Protests. March 30. Accessed November 30, 2021. 

https://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/vietnam-war-protests. 

Providence Youth Student Movement. n.d. Providence Youth Student Movement . Accessed November 

30, 2021. https://www.prysm.us/whoweare/vmv/. 

The SEAD Project. n.d. Our Story. Accessed November 30, 2021. https://www.theseadproject.org/our-

story/. 

 

 


	Sprouting SEAD: Exploring Youth Southeast Asian Leadership Towards Abolitionist Futures
	Keywords:
	Recommended Citation

	Abstract
	Keywords:
	Biography




Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		Haley Vien_Abstract.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Jacki Betsworth


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 1


		Passed manually: 1


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
