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As we learned in Hungary in 1995, the success of enterprises of
this sort requires individual labor and collective effort. The 1997
Macalester Faculty Development International Seminar would
not have come to pass without the combined energy of Dr.
Sherry Gray, who organized the seminar, Macalester faculty
participants, and, most of all, our Brazilian colleagues and hosts.
The latter willingly shared with us frank and critical analyses,
peppered with intimate insights into the workings of their soci-
ety — one that is on the move and exciting, but confronted with
daunting contradictions. This contingent of Macalester faculty,
as expected, went to Brazil eager to explore and learn, as well as
to deepen their collegiality. It is gratifying to report that we
made good on all accounts.

On behalf of the faculty participants, I would like to extend
heartfelt thanks to Paul Gerdes ’98 for his willingness to extend
his stay in Brazil following his study-abroad program in order
to assist our faculty, especially those undertaking their research
in Salvador. His proficiency in the Portuguese language and his
knowledge of the local culture were of immense help to us all.

Finally, we express our appreciation to Dr. Wayne Roberts,
Provost of the College, and Mr. Richard Ammons, Vice Presi-
dent for College Advancement, who joined us during the last
ten days of the experience. Their presence was an affirmation of
the College’s commitment to invest in the faculty’s collective
international experience.
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