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| SOLDIER SERVANT

Soldier Servant

Your article about my daughter Rebekah
Montgomery (“Soldier Servant,” Fall 2010)
captured her spirit and beliefs about service.
A remarkable daughter, wife, and mother,
as well as soldier, Captain Montgomery is
a model for persons of her generation. Of
course, I am unbiased in my opinion of her.
Please note, however, the following cor-
rections: Although a law school graduate,
I never took or passed the bar exam to be-
come licensed as a lawyer; instead, I served
for many years in Senior Executive Service
(SES) positions with the federal government.
Also, while I held from 1960-72 a field direc-
tor’s position with the national office of the
NAACP and was involved in numerous pro-
tests and demonstrations, I never worked
with Martin Luther King, as stated in your
article. Instead, I worked under the direction
of Roy Wilkins, then executive director of
the NAACP.
Phillip H. Savage
Bethesda, Maryland

Still More on Big Ideas

I was somewhat put off by the concept for-
warded in the Summer 2010 issue (“What’s
the Big Idea?”) regarding the wisdom of fir-
ing your boss. Hmmm ... it seems odd that
a school like Macalester that has put such
great effort into separating me from my
money is now talking about the possible
benefits of separating me from my job! Don’t
get me wrong: I think Macalester has done
a fine and vitally necessary job of engaging
alumni with money to give. I have taken
pride and pleasure contributing some mod-
est amounts from time to time. It must be
difficult at times for Mac Today to highlight
the exciting work of students and profes-
sors without alienating some of your alumni

who are not extreme lefties. I'm all
for open-mindedness, but sometimes
it seems like the collective mind of
Macalester coalesces to the far left
and snaps shut when ideas venture
more center or center-right. Keep
pursuing that sought-after quality of
true open-mindedness, even when it
comes to your alumni who are bosses.
I remain, as always, a dedicated and
enthusiastic alum.
Rob Forsyth "83
St. Louis, Missouri

Kudos

I want to compliment you on
the outstanding job you do in
assembling each issue into a ter-
rific read. This Mac publication
used to be a nothing, but you
and your talented staff (nothing
happens without great, dedicat-
ed, talented staff) have turned
this into a cover-to-cover read.
Great work! ’
Don Olson '58 ?
Vashon Island, Washington B
Macalester Today just gets better and better!
T used to skim two or three articles and then
go to Class Notes. Now I read it from cover
to cover! The articles are so interesting and
educational.
Muriel Rohwer Lawrence '51
Corvallis, Oregon

Endowment Praise

Your article “The Gift That Keeps on Giving”
(Fall 2010) was the best article I've ever read
on college finances and fundraising. As the
father of four college-age kids and a former
small college development staffer, I've read
my share of that stuff.

Not only did it explain clearly how the
endowment, annual fund, and capital cam-
paigns uniquely work to support Macalester,
it was quite forthright in showing how per-
haps the phenomenon of the Wallace gift
may have made alumni complacent about
giving about giving back to the college.

My daughter, a Mac senior, has received
very generous financial aid (we really needed
it), and has had an extraordinary college ex-
perience there. With four children passing
through college gates somewhere in the coun-

try, I can hardly begin to repay that largess or
the experience with the enclosed meager offer-
ing. Your article was remarkably soft sell as a
fundraising appeal. I'm sure your intent was to
not use it to raise money, but it worked on me.
Denny Caneff P 11

Madison, Wis.

On Alumni Giving

I was surprised to read in Gabrielle Lawrence’s
recent column (“The Macalester Mystery,” Fall
2010) that only 39 percent of Mac alumni con-
tribute to the Annual Fund. I don’t have any
theories to explain this low percentage but
an understanding of what makes an alumnus
donate may throw some light on the
subject. Donating, or giving
back, is a conscious relation-
ship between oneself and the
college. One can define giv-
ing as a moral byproduct of
an individual’s economic well-
being. This is not to say if you
are less well off you do not give
or if you are well off you will be
inclined automatically to give.
Development of a fundamental
moral value is outside the pur-
view of a Mac education—though a liberal
arts education can provide the seed for moral
growth—and can get “hijacked” by life’s many
diversions and experiences, some good and
some painful. Any Macite who believes funda-
mentally in giving, which I am sure all alumni
share, will definitely appreciate the quality of
a Mac education.
Bing Poh '74
Malaysia

LETTERS POLICY

We invite letters of 300 words or fewer.
Letters may be edited for clarity, style,
and space and will be published based
on their relevance to issues discussed
in Macalester Today. You can send let-
ters to llamb(@macalester.edu or to
Macalester Today, Macalester College,
1600 Grand Ave., St. Paul, MN 55105.

AYAS

FSC

Macalester Today is printed on
Rolland Enviro 100, a 100 per-
cent recycled paper. Our printer,
Bolger Printing of

Minneapolis, is FSC certified.

Recycled
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On Planning and Prudence

“We shall pull through...”

—JAMES WALLACE, fourth president of Macalester College, 1898

BY ‘ BRIAN ROSENBERG

More than two years into the ongoing global
economic downturn, the members of the Ma-
calester community have many things about
which to feel some mixture of gratitude and
relief.

This has been an unpredictable period for
admissions offices across the country, yet en-
rollment at the college is at its highest level
since 1971. We have continued to welcome
outstanding students, and by most measures
our recent classes have been the most geo-
graphically, racially, and economically diverse
in our history. Retention and graduation rates
are without question our best on record and
rank us among the finest colleges and univer-
sities in the United States.

The college’s finances are extremely
sound, and we have continued a longstand-
ing pattern of managing to balanced budgets
every year. We have cut our controllable pro-
gram costs prudently but not dramatically. We
have asked our faculty and staff to make sac-
rifices—most clearly through a salary freeze
in 2009-10—but, unlike many of our peers,
we have not have been forced to lay off any
personnel or eliminate any major academic
or co-curricular programs. Our endowment is
well off its 2008 high, but, measured against
virtually any benchmark, its performance has
been among the best in the country.

It is probably fair to say, however, that
in many respects our most challenging times
lay ahead of us. No one has proven particu-
larly adept at predicting the future, and con-
ventional wisdom has a consistent tendency
to be wrong. Yet the following scenario, if not
inevitable, is certainly plausible enough for
us to take very seriously in our institutional
planning:

1. Slow endowment growth: Given the for-
mula we use to determine our spending draw
from the endowment and the magnitude of
the downturn in 2008 and 2009, we know
already that the amount we have to spend

from the endowment will probably be about
the same three years from now as it is this
year. We cannot know what future growth will
look like, but most economists are predicting
a protracted period of returns that are below
historical averages. Revenue from the endow-
ment accounts for about a third of the col-
lege’s operating budget.

2. Rising financial aid: Dur-
ing the past two years, the rate of
growth in financial aid has been
several times the rate of growth in
our posted tuition. Macalester is
one of only about 70 colleges na-
tionally that meets the full finan-
cial need of all admitted students,
and the level of that need has
risen sharply. The competition
for those students whose families
can afford to pay full tuition has
also become increasingly intense;
many are opting to attend less
expensive public institutions or
institutions that offer large “merit
aid” packages.

3

3. Smaller comprehensive fee increases:
Macalester’s comprehensive fee increases dur-
ing the past two years have been the smallest
on a percentage basis in many years, and giv-
en economic realities and various downward
pressures on pricing, it is likely that fee in-
creases in the future will continue to be in this
lower range. Since income from tuition and
fees accounts for more than 60 percent of our
revenues, the combination of faster growth
in aid and slower growth in price is likely to
prove challenging.

The economic vicissitudes of the past several
years have reminded us of some important
truths that will be helpful as we navigate
through these waters. First, an economic
model in which expenses grow more rapidly
than revenues is not sustainable. Second,

careful planning matters. Perhaps the chief
reason for Macalester’s strength during this
downturn is that we anticipated in advance
its possibility (if not its depth) and structured
our finances accordingly. We were prudent in
our decision-making and that prudence has
made the difference between a challenge and
a crisis.

I believe that planning will serve us well
once again as we move forward. This fall I es-
tablished a task force of staff and faculty whose
charge is to consider possible responses to a

1

protracted period of slow growth. This spring
that work will expand to include a variety of
committees and other campus groups. The
central goal is not to diminish Macalester; on
the contrary, it is to figure out how we can be
both a better and a more efficient college. Given
the quality of people at Macalester, our record
of careful planning, and the powerful collec-
tive desire to do whatever is in the best inter-
ests of the institution and its students, I have
no doubt about our ability to become stronger
tomorrow than we are today, regardless of the
difficulties we face. Such progress has been in
many ways the central story of Macalester for
most of its remarkable history. @

BRIAN ROSENBERG, the president of
Macalester, writes a regular column for
Macalester Today. He can be reached at
rosenbergb@macalester.edu.
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Summit to St.

CAMPUS NEWS SUMMARY |

IMAGINE BEING DROPPED into the middle of a South American
country with a week to make your way to four remote villages, find
housing and food in them for volunteers, meet the decision leaders,
and determine each community’s major need.

And then imagine doing all this without understanding the local
indigenous language. And being just 20 years old.

Macalester biology major Luisa Paredes "11 (Santo Domingo, Do-
minican Republic) accomplished all this and more last year as a volun-
teer supervisor with Amigo de las Americas, a 45-year-old Houston-
based organization wholly organized and led by young people.

For 11 weeks she and the eight high school volunteers who report-
ed to her worked in rural Paraguayan villages, establishing community
gardens, planting native trees, and constructing sanitary latrines. “It’s
the hardest thing I've ever done,” says Paredes. Which is saying some-
thing given that she moved from the Dominican Republic to a New
York public high school without knowing a word of English.

Paredes had first worked with Amigos de las Americas in high
school, when she volunteered for a summer in Brazil. Last year at age
20 she was responsible for eight 16- to 18-year-old volunteers, some
of them away from home for the first time. “I couldn’t focus on my
cultural shock because I had to deal with theirs,” she says.

Every day Paredes hopped a bus, moving among four communities
in southern Paraguay. At each place she had to ask for food and shelter,
from people who were themselves often desperately poor. What she
recalls months later is the kindness, “people opening their doors to me,
a stranger.”

One incident that sticks
in her mind is the time she
arrived at a tiny house just as
it was getting dark. “This old-
er lady took me right in and
offered me food,” remembers
Paredes. ‘T later realized it
was her own dinner she'd
given me.”

Although many locals
were skeptical at first, ul-
timately they were glad to
work with Amigos and its
partner organizations on some essential community projects. “We
don’t do all the work ourselves; we empower the communities to do it,”
says Paredes, who led townspeople in identifying leaders, organizing
fundraisers, and applying for grants. In the end, “We actually made a
difference and it feels really good.”

Paredes, who hopes to earn medical and public health degrees,
plans to first do a gap year, possibly back in her native country where
Amigos has offered her a position. Eventually she hopes to become a
kind of latter day Paul Farmer, doing public health work in struggling
countries.

Her summer in Paraguay has given her the confidence to pursue
that goal, wherever it takes her. Says Paredes, “I believe I can do any-
thing now.”

OO OO OO
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Trading Spaces

e Concerts will be held

at Weyerhaeuser
Memorial Chapel,
the Alexander G.
Hill Ballroom, or

HARPSICHORDS and hammers;
African drums and whirring drills;
some symphonies just aren’t that
harmonious. Given that construc- Macalester Plymouth
tion doesn’t blend very well with Church.
music, most of the Music Depart- | ¢ Rehearsals will be
ment has temporarily moved to held in space leased
new venues to accommodate the from Immanuel
renovation and expansion of the Lutheran Church
Janet Wallace Fine Arts Center, and Ramsey Junior
which began in January. The High School. Pipe
highly anticipated building update band and African
will include a full renovation of Music Ensemble will
the Concert Hall and the addition practice in Turck
of rehearsal space. A new Arts Hall; a practice room
Commons also will be created, as in George Draper
well as additional lobby space for Dayton Hall will also be put
the Concert Hall and main stage to use.
theater. ¢ Faculty offices will be relo-
Until the space reopens in fall cated to a former clinic build-
2012, concerts, classes, rehears- ing at Snelling and Portland
als, and offices will relocate to Avenues.
nearby spaces:
e Music classes will be held in
a wide variety of locations on
campus or near it.

Provost Kathleen Murray, her-
self an accomplished pianist,
says, “Our primary goal has

From Dairy to Serengeti

WHAT IS THE CONNECTION between an upstate New York dairy
farm and a $3 million sustainable development study of the Serengeti?
Macalester economics professor Amy Damon.

This winter Damon, who grew up on a dairy farm, began a research
project in the Serengeti with colleagues at the University of Minnesota
and the Frankfurt Zoological Society “to identify policies that help con-
servation without hurting the people.” The project is supported by a $3
million five-year grant from the European Union.

“Conservation in the Serengeti used to be about protecting the en-
dangered animals,” says Damon. “Now we're instead working with local

been to keep as much of the Mu-
sic Department’s work as pos-
sible on or adjacent to campus,
and with the flexibility and good
humor of the faculty, we have

accomplished that goal. Life will
not be perfect, but the wonder-
ful facilities that will reopen 18
months later will be well worth
the temporary inconvenience.”

WEB CONNECT: Don’t miss your favorite concert. Go to the

“events” link at macalester.edu. To see renderings of the new
Janet Wallace Fine Arts Center, go to macalester.edu/supportmac/
finearts.

people to understand their resource needs, and gathering data to help
us determine development policies that both conserve resources and
allow people to improve their own health and livelihoods.”

Damon’s early years on a farm helped her understand crop cycles,
weather, animal husbandry, and the unpredictability of a farming in-
come. An undergraduate semester in South Africa whetted her interest
in agricultural economics abroad. While pursuing her doctorate, Da-
mon immersed herself in complex issues of agricultural development
while spending the summers consulting with the World Bank, the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation, and other organizations.

The Serengeti grant plan is ambitious—studying the conservation
and economic development conflicts around national parks in Tanza-
nia and Zambia to answer questions about food security, health, liveli-
hood strategies, and resource conservation. Executing a grant of this
size requires detailed planning, so Damon can’t yet be specific about
how Mac students might be involved.

Damon will focus on three areas of the study:

¢ Training local community health workers to provide basic infor-
mation about and access to birth control.

 Expanding microcredit through community banks, which will help
families diversify their resources to industries such as beekeeping,
which are much more sustainable than raising livestock or hunting
bush meat.

¢ Studying how to improve food security and human health while
conserving resources. Improving small-scale animal husbandry, for
example, by reducing the loss of chickens to disease or predators,
would provide more protein and reduce consumption of bush meat.

WINTER 2011 | §
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Delving into

John Allan standing by
one of the dishes in the
Westerbork Synthesis
Radio Telescope in The
Netherlands.

Name: John Allan "11

Hometown: Portland, Oregon

Majors: Physics (astronomy emphasis), Religious
Studies

Research: The HALOGAS project at The Nether-
lands Institute for Radio Astronomy

Radio astronomy: Unlike optical astronomy, which
looks at visible light, radio astronomy looks at sourc-
es of radio emission in the universe. Optical wave-
lengths vary between 400 and 700 nanometers, while
the radio regime studies wavelengths from millime-

ters to tens of meters. Radio astronomy uses either
single dishes such as the Arecibo telescope, or arrays
of dishes such as the Very Large Array in New Mexico
or the Westerbork telescope in the Netherlands.

How galaxies form: Galaxies grow by two main
methods: Colliding and merging with other galaxies
or pulling in hydrogen gas and small objects from
between galaxies. We currently have a poor under-
standing of how prevalent the latter method is, and
how it typically works. Do galaxies just accrete dif-
fuse hydrogen gas or do they mainly absorb dwarf
galaxies? How common is it for a large spiral galaxy
to have numerous small gas clouds around it in its
outer “halo™? I studied the galaxy NGC 1003, a spi-
ral galaxy 35 million light years distant, looking for
small outlying clouds, trails of gas, companion dwarf
galaxies, and other evidence of accretion.

How Macalester prepared me: The summer after
my sophomore year [ did a radio astronomy sum-
mer internship with my advisor, John Cannon. That
research experience familiarized me with the way
that radio astronomy works and with some of the
programs used to analyze and reduce data, and also
helped me develop my physical intuition about gal-
axy dynamics and my ability to interpret radio data.
Allan’s advice: Never choose a career without trying
it out first. Even though there were some frustrating
aspects of the research, mostly it didn’t feel like work.
It felt like science.

New
Investment

Chief

Mansco Perry lll became Macal-
ester’s chief investment officer
last fall. As CIO, Perry oversees
the college’s $587 million endow-
ment, which ranks 14th among
U.S. liberal arts colleges. The en-
dowment supports financial aid
for students and academic and
co-curricular programs, among
other college priorities.

Between 2008 and 2010,
Perry was chief investment

oversaw a $33 billion pension
plan portfolio. Under his guid-
ance, Maryland’s most recent

and academic programs for gen-
erations to come,” said Perry.
Previously, Perry held posi-

officer for the Maryland State
Retirement Agency, where he

returns of 14.03 percent placed it
within the top third of state pen-
sion plans of comparable size.
“Mansco brings broad and
deep experience in investment
management and is passionate
about the liberal arts,” says Presi-
dent Brian Rosenberg. “He's a
wonderful addition to our team.”
“I'm honored to have the
opportunity to build on Ma-
calester’s long tradition of
stewardship, ensuring that the
endowment continues to provide
invaluable support to students

tions at the Minnesota State
Board of Investment, the Federal
Reserve Bank of Minneapolis,
and Cargill, among other places.
He is a Carleton College graduate
with an MBA from the University
of Chicago and a JD from William
Mitchell College of Law. He is
also a Chartered Financial Ana-
lyst and a Chartered Alternative
Investment Analyst.

Perry replaced Craig Aase
"70, who retired at the end of
2010 after a 33-year career with
the college.
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Top majors fall 2010
Economics 112
Biology 92
Political science 87
Psychology 85

Top majors, fall 2000:
Biology 82
Psychology 82
Economics 77
Political science 68

Top majors, fall 1990
History 107
International studies 96
Political science: 87
Economics 87

Top concentrations, fall 2010
Community & Global Health 36
Human Rights & Humani-

tarianism 22
Urban Studies 19

Top minors, fall 2010
Music 34
Hispanic studies 21
Biology 16

Top intended majors of first-year
students, fall 2010:
International studies 61
Biology 49
Economics 45
Political science 39

Top intended majors of first-year
students, fall 2000
Biology 41
English 28
International studies 28
Economics 22

Fierce and Fast Female

It was an accident—literally—that brought
the young adult novel Nightshade to life. his-
tory professor Andrea Cremer, having just
turned 30, was determined to start spending
time doing things she'd loved but had given
up during her long slog through school.

First on the agenda was horse-
back riding.

Sadly, on what was
to be the very first day
of riding, her horse
was  startled and
came down hard on
Cremer’s foot. With
horseback riding off
the agenda, Cremer
went to the next thing
on her list: writing fiction.

After spending the sum-
mer crafting two “practice nov-
els,” she began Nightshade in the fall
of 2008. By early 2009 she’'d found an agent
and by that summer theyd sold the book
to Penguin. It was released in October. “It’s
been a wild ride,” she says.

Nightshade may be in the same fantasy
genre as the Twilight series, but readers will
quickly note that it parts ways with those
books. For one thing, Cremer’s novels are
more properly defined as action-packed
journeys of self-discovery than ¥
triangulated love stories. And &
just as importantly, Nightshade’s &
protagonist is a strong, fierce
teenage female named Calla,
who can transform at will from
human to golden-eyed wolf.
“Calla was really the inspiration
for the story,” Cremer says. ‘I
had a girl in my head who was
strong, a leader, a warrior. My
favorite characters have al-
ways been strong women.”

Too, the wolves in Nightshade and its
companion volumes (due out in July and
Spring 2012) are not werewolves, cursed and
doomed, but rather tough, noble pack ani-
mals. Cremer wanted them to reflect “a new
wolf mythology” based on how she viewed
the wilderness in her own northern Wiscon-
sin childhood. Unfortunately, Nightshade’s

wolves are also enslaved to The Keepers, a
group of wealthy, powerful witches.
Combining her fictional explorations
with teaching courses in early American cul-
tural and social history, women’s and gender
history, the history of sexuality, and
Native American history—isn’t
always easy. “It’s kind of like
having two full-time jobs,”
she says. “Luckily, I can
write anywhere and
anytime. So 1 write
whenever I have a
spare moment. [ don’t
sleep a lot.”

It's fortunate that
Cremer is also a fast
writer (each book takes
her only about three months)
because her literary commit-

ments continue. Although she has
finished the Nightshade trilogy, she’s now
hard at work on a prequel. She’s also drafting
another series, this one a historical dystopia
set in a 19th century America whose revolu-
tion failed and whose major cities are essen-
tially industrial prisons serving England. The
heroine in this “steam punk” book is 16-year-
old Charlotte, who lives with a group of teen-
age exiles in New York.

Meanwhile, her agent is
fielding movie offers for Night-
shade, Cremer is completing
revisions on her first academic
book (concerning the role of
m gender in the first war between
‘ the Native Americans and the

Puritans), and she’s talking with

the English department about

teaching a young adult and chil-
dren’s literature course.
Given this unusual juxtapo-
sition of scholarly writing for
university presses and fantasy writing for
teenagers, it’s not surprising that Cremer
is sometimes asked why she pursues young
adult literature. For that she has a ready re-
ply: “Because in the teen years you're discov-
ering who you are, what the world is all about
it, and where you fit into it. What could be
more exciting than that?”

WINTER 2011 | 7




Summit to St. Clair

CAMPUS NEWS SUMMARY ‘

Rachel Lucas-Thompson may only be in her second year of teaching
psychology at/ Macalester, but with her research she has already tapped
into two of the most media-centric and controversial subjects in her
disciplifie: maternal employment and marital conflict.

She recently gained worldwide publicity—including mentions on
NBC and in Time magazine—for coauthoring a University of Cali-
fornia—Irvine study showing that children whose mothers return to
work before the kids are 3 are no more likely to have problems than
are kids whose mothers stay home with them. This study, done with
Joann Prause and Wendy Goldberg at UC-Irvine, was a meta-analy-
sis of 69 studies conducted between 1960 and 2010. “Overall I think
this shows women who go back to work soon after they have their
children should not be too concerned about the effects their employ-

ment has on their children’s long-term well-being,”
says Lucas-Thompson.

Now she has moved on to a new study in which she
is looking at how parental conflict and marital quality
affects kids’ development and reaction to stress, and
how those reactions are related to other outcomes for
kids, such as behavioral and physical issues.

“We already know that little kids and teens dis-
play different patterns of physiological dysregula-
tion,” says Lucas-Thompson. Specifically, younger
kids exposed to stress show an exaggerated physio-
logical reaction to mental discomfort, whereas teens
exposed to stress show a dampened physiological re-
sponse to stress. “Both are maladaptive responses,”
she adds.

This new study, in which she is looking at chil-
dren ages 10 to 17, is trying to determine when in
adolescence that change happens and why. “Is it de-
velopmental? Familial? Environmental? Is it adap-
tive?” asks Lucas-Thompson.

She first got interested in the effects of ongoing
family stress on kids while growing up as the only child of two academ-
ics living on the north side of Chicago. “I started to realize the big dif-
ferences between my family and others, and how many of my friends’
families were dysfunctional,” she says. “I started to realize what a big
stressor marital conflict is for kids.”

By fall she and her team of undergraduate research assistants had
studied 64 families and were hoping to have 100 by the end of the se-
mester. Each visit takes two to three people to run; most are done on
nights and weekends. Lucas-Thompson was simultaneously writing an
NIH grant that would allow her team to study an additional 200 teens
and families and follow them for three years. “My student researchers
are very active and absolutely essential to the work,” she says. “Stu-
dents play such a critical role in research here at Macalester.”

Keep Your Distance

Macalester’s smoking policy got even tougher last summer. As of last
August 1, no tobacco—including the smokeless kind—could be used
within 25 feet of any campus building entrance, window, or ventilation
system. Even cigarette butt collectors were moved to meet the new
space requirement.

This policy was recommended by the Tobacco Use Task Force
and endorsed by the senior staff. The task force, made up of faculty,
staff, and students and led by Vice President for Student Affairs Laurie
Hamre, arrived at its recommendation after researching the issue and
surveying campus community members.

8 ‘ MACALESTER TODAY

ILLUSTRATION: IAN WHADCOCK / EASTWING, PHOTO: SHER STONEMAN



PHOTOS: CHRISTOPHER MITCHELL

/

1/

oy

/

T

Eigsrs
Hi -’ggggifemﬂﬂll

M

Macites Make a

Splash

TWO MEMBERS OF Macalester’s swim-
ming and diving teams were real stand-
outs this year. Nathan Young 11 (Denver),
an English major, returned this season af-

ter a season studying abroad. One of the
most successful swimmers in Macalester
history, Young holds the school’s record in
the 50 freestyle, 100 freestyle, 100 back-

Above: Top swimmer Nathan Young "11
Left: Top diver Renee Jordan "14

stroke, 200 backstroke, and 200 individu-
al medley. But as captain, he’s been more
focused on team goals, including contrib-
uting to some relay teams that are close to
breaking the Mac record. “It will be nice to
get some other people’s names up on that
board too,” he says.

On the women’s side, first-year diver
Renee Jordan "14 (Anchorage) has people
talking. Jordan only started diving dur-
ing her sophomore year of high school,
but immediately excelled, taking second
in state that year and first in state dur-
ing both her junior and senior years. Her
first year at Mac she took first place in
the 3-meter diving competition at the St.
Catherine Mini Invitational—just one of
her wins this season.

She’s had to make some adjustments
to college diving, says Jordan: “In college,
there’s more of an emphasis on execut-
ing a graceful dive, rather than throwing
a power dive.” The team dynamics of the
Mac club also was a pleasant surprise for
Jordan. “T've never been on a team that
stressed ‘team spirit’ quite as much as this
one does,” she says.

These top performers and their team-
mates met with an unexpected challenge
mid-season when longtime swim coach
Bob Pearson resigned to take a job at the
University of Minnesota. Beth Whittle,
formerly an assistant swimming coach
at Washington University in St. Louis,
stepped in as interim head coach for
both teams.

WINTER 2011 | 9
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Kiah: Hard work and hard times

THE FIRST YEAR of college may be exciting, but it’s rarely easy. Kiah
Zellner-Smith found that out most clearly last fall.

For one thing, the difficulty of college classes was a revelation to
this A student from Minneapolis South. “Four classes at Macalester is
ten times harder than six classes at South,” she sighs. “You really have
to apply yourself here.”

The semester started off tough, when Kiah dropped a confusing
math class and replaced with it with newswriting, taught by veteran
reporter Howard Sinker ’78. Expecting the journalism class to be
easy, Kiah was “pushed right out of my comfort zone” when Sinker
required students to interview strangers at the Mall of America about
their gambling habits.

Kiah gulped but did it, later saying, “It was hard but good experi-
ence, and after that the rest of the interviews we did around campus
seemed easy!” Her archaeology class was also proving to be a chal-
lenge, though luckily French II was a bit of a review.

The most thought-provoking of Kiah'’s classes, though, is her first-
year course, “The Problem of Race in U.S. Social Thought and Policy.”
“It’s so different from high school classes because it’s about learning
opposing viewpoints and forming our own opinions,” says Kiah. “It’s
made me think differently outside the classroom too—there are real-
world applications I've never experienced from a class before.

10 ‘ MACALESTER TODAY
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Reality hits as our four first-year
students tackle homework, home-
sickness, and hot lunch.

BY ‘ LYNETTE LAMB PHOTOS BY ‘ SHER STONEMAN

“Of course it's denser material than I'm used to and a lot to take
in—it was a jolt at first how much. But the class is really chill because
we all live together in Dupre so we connect with each other in a whole
different way.”

The difficulty of her classes wasn'’t the only challenge Kiah faced.
The social adjustment to college was also hard, which took her by sur-
prise, given how close to home she lives. Having her best friend from
high school also attending Mac probably initially interfered with her
meeting new people, Kiah speculates.

Although her parents were sympathetic, they “really pushed me,”
she says. “They said, ‘You can do this, you have to have a positive at-
titude.” However, she admits it has been nice to meet her mom for
coffee and to see her younger sisters occasionally. “I didn’t think I'd
miss them so much,” she laughs. “College has made me appreciate my
family so much more.”

By November, though, things were looking up. Kiah was getting
used to her job making sub sandwiches, and was learning to be a cam-
pus DJ. She was also planning to take an art class and to join Art
Alliance so she could return to the drawing and painting she loves.

She’s also come to realize she doesn’t know her hometown very
well. “Kids keep asking me how to get here or there and I don’t know!
I hardly ever crossed the river before I started college here. Yester-
day we had a scavenger hunt that went from Snelling and University
down to the capitol and it was cool because I finally got to know more
about St. Paul.”



€€ [t’s so different from high school classes because it's about
learning opposing viewpoints and forming our own opinions. A
It's made me think differently outside the classroom too—there ‘

are real-world applications ['ve never experienced from a
class before. Y —Kiah Zellner-Smith "14

WINTER 2011 | 11




Ben: Buffy, Frisbee, and the man cave

Apparently even East Coast prep school students are shocked by
Macalester workloads. Or so says Ben Bernard, who graduated from
Lawrence Academy in Groton, Mass., but has nevertheless found it
“kind of a surprise to get here and actually need to work hard for
good grades.”

At press time he was trying to complete his homework early in
the day and early in the week so he didn't “end up doing it all on
Sunday night.” When he’s not studying, music lover Ben has been at-
tending concerts at the Cedar Cultural Center and Epic Event Center
in Minneapolis.

His first-year course, “Vampires: From Monster to Superheroes,”
is his favorite. “So far we've watched Buffy (awesome), Blacula (even
more awesome), and several old adaptations of Dracula, including
Nosferatu (slightly less awesome).” The class, made up mostly of wom-
en, has also read Bram Stoker’s Dracula and Twilight.

Ben has found it easy to meet people at Mac, which he partly at-
tributes to living on a “particularly tight-knit” all-male floor of Doty
affectionately known as “the Man Cave.” He also plays ultimate Fris-
bee twice a week in front of the Leonard Center.

Starting college may have been harder on Ben'’s parents than it
has been on him, he concedes. He and his twin sister are their only
children, and since they both left at once, it’s extra tough. “They’re
dealing fairly well, but I get a lot of emails,” he says. “It’s one of those
bittersweet things that must suck for parents: it’s nice that you did
a good enough job raising your offspring that they can function on
their own, but it hurts that they don'’t really need you that much.”

Ben’s sister, Emily, is at Carleton College, just 45 miles away, al-
lowing him to see her regularly. But he doesn’t envy her small-town
college experience. “Carleton is in the middle of nowhere. Also the
kids at Mac are friendlier and more willing to have a good time. It’s
pretty much a constant library party over there.”




€€ Kids at Mac are friendly and willing to have
a good time.)? —Ben Bernard '14
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€€ ] like everything about college, including the free bagpiping lessons. 2
—Samantha Leopold-Sullivan "14
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Sam: Bagpipes, recycling, and art

Sam Leopold-Sullivan, who plans to double major in art and environ-
mental science (“I'd like to be able to afford to eat when I'm done with
college”) is already diving into the art half of that equation.

Her first-year course is 3D Design with art professor Stan Sears,
which included making a lantern for his annual Lake Pepin Art+Fire
Festival. She also keeps busy with her own projects, having by Octo-
ber designed and produced a necklace, a dress, and an incandescent
Mohawk—made of tiny lightbulbs—to wear to the Art+Fire event.

“T like everything about college,” she announces, “especially the
art department, where you can make stuff for three hours and have
it be a class.”

On the science side she’s taking a climate systems class (‘I didn'’t
expect it to be so physics-heavy”); she’s also enrolled in beginning
Russian. (‘I wanted to take a class with a different alphabet and Ara-
bic was full. But the Cyrillic alphabet is hard to get used to.”)

Sam is enthusiastic about the sunny and mild fall weather St.
Paul enjoyed this year, noting that in October it’s usually still 100
degrees back in her hometown of Phoenix.

What else does she like? Free bagpiping lessons, Ax Man Surplus,
the Minnesota Orchestra, student-organized dances, the knitting
club, the Art Alliance, food at Café Mac (“it’s really good and mostly
healthy”), the variety of people, even her job in recycling—at least on
the nights she can avoid dorm duty (“too many bottles with liquid
left inside”). She’s less entranced with her dorm room (“half the size
of my room at home and I'm sharing it”).

Next semester she hopes to take a fiber or sculpture class and to
continue playing with pipe band; next summer she'd like to find an
internship in fashion or jewelry design in almost anyplace but Ari-
zona (“In the summer the minute you step outside you're a raisin.”)

As the only child of a single mom, Sam is deeply missed at home
but says, “Mom’s doing pretty well. It helps that she started a new job
this fall. But we do call and email a lot.”
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sad. My mom keeps calling me all the time. 39
—Juan Sebastian Martinez Fernandez de Cordova ‘14
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Sebastian: Sleeping in and working out

“Time management is the hardest thing for me right now,” Sebas-
tian sighs over lunch. “I keep missing breakfast because it’s done
. at 9:30 and I value my sleep more than food.”

Sebastian (aka Juan Sebastian Martinez Fernandez de Cordo-
va) is a night owl in part because of the challenge he’s facing “mix-
ing classes with social life.” He ends up staying up late to finish his
homework. But this Ecuadoran native is not prepared to become a
hermit to earn straight A’s. “I try to keep a balance. I'd rather have
solid but not great grades and also have friends,” he says.

So far, making friends hasn’t been a problem for Sebastian.
“People are so nice here—much more welcoming than at home.”
Unlike many international students, he actually hangs out most-
ly with Americans, he reports. “I like to be open to American
culture.”

Friends may not be a problem, but food sometimes is. “It
takes me 20 minutes to get my food at each meal,” he says. “To get

CPAER L RAIt

enough I have to go to lots of stations or I have to beg for bigger
helpings.” He needs to eat so much partly because of his rigorous
workout schedule. Most nights find him in the Leonard Center
gym lifting weights, so “I need to eat a lot of meat.”

Calculus, with its unfamiliar mathematical terms, is another
challenge for Sebastian, who calls his professor at least twice a
week for clarifications and help. First semester Chinese is also
tough, though because of Sebastian’s love for all things Chinese,
he’s determined to prevail. He first got interested in China through
studying tai chi, which he continues to practice in his room. In
October he discovered a tai chi academy on nearby Selby Avenue,
where he was hoping to take classes.

Like most first-year students, Sebastian hasn’t seen much of
the Twin Cities yet, though he has gone clubbing.

What are some of his goals for life at Mac? To major in eco-
nomics, to live in French House (he spent a high school year in
Quebec), to buy a car (“to go to Target and be more efficient with
my time”), and to teach his parents—Sebastian is another only
child—how to use Skype: “They wanted me to go to college in the
U.S. but now they’re sad. My mom keeps calling me all the time.”
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Residential hall life has changed quite a bit since the days when all
dorms were single gender and the girls had curfews.

Although Macalester students still trod the dignified marble
stairs of Wallace and gaze at the groovy slanted ceilings of the Sta-
dium, they decorate differently and equip their rooms with a dazzling
array of electronics. They also have options—such as Veggie Co-op,
Eco House, and apartment-style living—that students didn’t enjoy
back in the day.

Although juniors and seniors are free to live off campus, today’s
students aren'’t as eager to do that as they once were, says Residential

18 | MACALESTER TODAY

Life operations manager Kathy McEathron. In fact, after last year’s
room draw, there was still a waiting list of students wanting dorm
space, due only in part to the extra big Class of 2013. Another change
McEathron has seen in her decade at Mac: Fewer students seek sin-
gles, despite the fact that the college has more of these to offer than
most schools, with 88 in Dupre alone.

It would be impossible to show the range of living situations that
Mac kids have to choose among, but we decided to picture a few pos-
sibilities here, including one of Mac’s five language houses and an
apartment-style option.



With so many living options, Mac students
easily turn student housing into home.

Hannah Van Den Brandt "13
(above, Madison, Wis.) and
roommate Camille Cauchois "13
(left, Oakland, Calif.) are thrilled
to live in 207 Wallace, one of
Mac’s few bay-windowed rooms.
Wallace Hall is a century-old
building with high ceilings and
wood floors. “We call it our
apartment on Summit Avenue,”
Hannah says. “We went for the
homey look rather than the
dorm room look.” The two, who
met as first-year students in
Turck Hall, appreciate Wallace’s
character and its sense of his-
tory. “It's fun to think about how
many people have lived in your
room and walked the hallways
before you,” says Camille.
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Living spaces need themes,
decided roommates

(left, Silver
Spring, Md.) and Ariel Sehr 13
(Evanston, ILL.}, so they spent
much of last summer con-
templating theirs, exchanging
emails while Sophie was at
home and Ariel working at a
camp. After much negotiat-
ing, they arrived at an under-
water world theme for 273
Bigelow, which they have truly
embraced, with fish decals, a
plastic octopus mascot, even
Aquafresh toothpaste. “We
both have a habit of getting too
excited about everything and
being too crafty—just look at
the supplies under our bed!”
says Ariel. Asked if their deco-
rating was complete, Sophie
says, ‘It's a process and we're
never done.”

20 ‘ MACALESTER TODAY
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Macalester boasts several language houses, one of the most popular

of which is Spanish House, with 11 residents this year—including native
speaker lab instructors (Argentina) and Hugo

Gonzalez Martinez (Spain). Because the residents of 196 Vernon Street
need only have passed the second level of Spanish, most aren’t fluent
when they move into “La Casa.” This year’s group—Ina Rojnic "13,
Elizabeth Carey 12, Harry Kent "13, Daimon Hardy "13, Ira Martopullo 12,
Emily Pancoast "11, Colin Jarvis "13, Ryan Schleeter "13, and Robert
Zamora 13— is shown here enjoying one of their weekly Sunday dinners.
“| love speaking Spanish on a daily basis,” say Ina. “Plus it's a very
homey and cozy place.”
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It's all about movies and sports
in 113 George Draper Dayton,
a suite-style residence hall
unit housing five football play-
ers. “The big draw was the liv-
ing room,” admits

(Wauwatosa, Wis.) “In dorm
lounges, other students may be
watching something you don't
like or acting crazy. This way we
can watch our own movies and
have people over.” The room-
mates admit to viewing four or
five films a week, with sports
and comedy flicks such as The
Hangover and Remember the
Titans among their top picks for
watching on the 32-inch TV with
surround sound. The fridge,
frozen pizza cooker, and multiple
couches just add to the ambi-
ance. Video games are also pop-
ular. Shown below playing Mad-
den 2011 are (from left) fullback
JP Pawelk "13 (Cologne, Minn.],
his high school friend Tim Watts,
and Melms. Left: Melms in the
suite’s living room.




Veggie Co-op is located in the Macalester stadi-

um, which gives the rooms high, slanted ceilings.

This year 19 students are living in the stadium’s
two singles, two triples, and six doubles, joining
together for communal meals on weeknights.
According to resident Sarah 0'Connor "13 (Mans-
field, Mass.), menu highlights have included raw
tacos and squash and black bean empanadas.
She adds: “Quinoa, the Moosewood cookbook,
and coffee keep us alive.”

Buy Veggie Co-op’s new cookbook for $5 by
emailing coopcookbookfdgmail.com.

~

SMART CONNECT

Using your smartphone, watch a

video about great dorm rooms.
macalester.edu/greatrooms

~\

_J
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Michael Jung ’90 wields his theatrical talents for Disney.




PHOTO: (THIS PAGE) © DISNEY ENTERPRISES, INC.

BY ‘ ELIZABETH FOY LARSEN - PHOTO BY ‘ DARIN BACK ‘

et a thousand fountains
t 200 feet into the night.

the airlike ballerinas at
their grand jetés before
blinjilto a cascade of splashes.

Other water jets swing with the wink and swagger of Hollywood musical
stars. Still others act as if they’ve been freed from the circus, shooting
through lasers, technicolor spotlights, and bursts of fire. Welcome to
“World of Color,” a new live “hydrotechnic” spectacle at Disney Califor-
nia Adventure Park.

“We've taken water-based entertianment to new heights—literally,”
says Michael Jung 90, vice president of creative development for Walt
Disney Imagineering Creative Entertainment. Jung spends his days
overseeing the teams that create live experiences—from musicals to
parades to fireworks displays to
those free-ranging Mickeys—for
Disney theme parks, resorts, and
cruise lines around the globe. For
him, “World of Color” is much
more than the world’s largest and
most spectacular water show. In-
stead it’s a live theater experience,
with the fountains acting as char-
acters. “They’re almost like danc-
ers, he says. “We worked with
ballet choreographers to create an
experience that interacts with the
audience.”

Jung has been involved in
things theatrical since he was a
child growing up in Minneapolis,
where he attended the Children’s
Theater Company School. At Ma-
calester he double majored in the-
ater and art history and studied
abroad for two semesters—art
history in Florence and theater
in London. “Studying in London
gave me a global grounding that
marked how I would approach my work going forward,” he says. “And
my art history background has helped inform my visual aesthetic and
appreciation for multimedia.” Back at Mac, his student production of
Harvey Fierstein’s play Safe Sex ended up touring the Midwest with the
playwright’s involvement.

Jung’s network got an even bigger boost when he was awarded a
season-long residency as an associate director at the Guthrie Theater,
where he worked under his mentor, the late director Garland Wright.
From there Jung headed to southern California to study directing at
the California Institute of the Arts, which led to an eight-year stint
at the Mark Taper Forum as associate producer in charge of new play
development.

It was while Jung was working at a small Los Angeles production
company exploring his burgeoning interests in television, documenta-
ries, and opera that The Mouse called. “This was a fluke for me,” he says.
“Thad never been to a Disney park before I started working here.”

Michael Jung ‘90

But he'd been wowed by director Julie Taymor’s artistically bold
Broadway adaptation of Disney’s The Lion King, and though he was still
deeply attached to what he calls “legitimate theater,” Jung was intrigued
by the idea that he could help create site-specific theatrical experiences
for audiences who might otherwise never have much exposure to the-
ater. “Theater is an elitist art form,” he explains. “Seeing families come
to The Lion King energized me about getting younger people and non-
theater-goers immersed in it.”

Today it's Jung’s audiences who are energized, whether they're
watching a musical puppet show of Finding Nemo or auditioning for
a role in the American Idol attraction at Disney’s Hollywood Studios in
Orlando, a logistical tour de force involving seven live shows and 21
contestants every day. Jung’s team was also responsible for Disney’s
Aladdin—A Musical Spectacular at its California Adventure Park.

Although Jung’s team creates and produces its shows that are just
like traditional theatrical productions, the storylines are condensed to
half an hour. “We really have to find artful ways to develop characters
and move the plot forward with great economy,” he says.

Because the plays are performed continuously throughout the day,
the audience numbers read more
like the attendance figures for a
Hollywood blockbuster. “Eight
months into the run, I received an
email informing me that Aladdin
already had been performed more
often than the entire 15-year run
of Phantom of the Opera,” he says.
The thrill of introducing audiences
to the pleasures of live theater
hasn't worn off for Jung either.
“It’s staggering and humbling,” he
says. “To think, ‘wow’—if we are
reaching even a few of these peo-
ple and getting them interested in
theater, it’s incredibly exciting.”

When Jung joined Disney,
he assumed hed be entering a
fairly rule-bound corporate cul-
ture. What he found instead was
a group of people committed to
finding the sweet spot between
technology and artistry. “The word
Imagineering is a combination of
imagination and engineering,” he
says. “Imagineers never take the easy way. They always challenge them-
selves to be better, think differently. And that’s part of the reason why
Disney really does stand apart from its competitors.”

After almost a decade with Disney, that innovative spirit is still
compelling to Jung. Although television continues to draw him, his
days are so packed with new challenges that he doesn’t spend much
time contemplating the future. “No two days are the same,” he says. “A
typical day might start with a global staff teleconference with my enter-
tainment teams in Paris, Hong Kong, Tokyo, Los Angeles, and Anaheim.
Then we’'ll work on the master plan for a new theme park, collaborate on
a nighttime spectacle, review the theater designs for a venue on one of
our cruise lines, brainstorm ideas for a parade, and watch a run-through
of a stage show in development. All before lunch!” m

Minneapolis writer ELIZABETH FOY LARSEN writes for numerous na-
tional magazines and is a regular contributor to Macalester Today.
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Twenty—ﬁve years later, John Otis’85 still remembers the
“C” he got on his first paper for Ron Ross’s journalism class at Macal-
ester. The assignment was to write 250 words about why he was tak-
ing the class. His answer? Because he didn’t want to be bored in life.
Letter grade aside, Otis gets high marks for sticking to his goal.
After graduating with an English degree, he wrote for alternative
weeklies in Minneapolis and later for a small-town newspaper in
upstate New York before moving south of the border to pursue his

26 | MACALESTER TODAY

lifelong dream of becoming an international correspondent. With an
Olivetti typewriter in his luggage, he rode the Greyhound to Laredo,
Texas, and crossed into Mexico. Then he joined his anthropologist
brother in the Sierra Madre Mountains, where he devoted his time to
learning Spanish and traveling around the country.

Soon he was off to Guatemala and Nicaragua and eventually to
El Salvador, where he was detained by the military 10 minutes after
crossing the border. His next stop was Honduras, where Reuters and
UPI were looking for stringers. Otis was happy to get the work. “This
wasin 1989, and I was starting to run out of money and had been think-

PHOTO: COURTESY OF HARPERCOLLINS



.John Otis "85 has spent -

t\tlo decades covering stories

m [.atin Anverica.

His latest one’s a doozy.

ing about returning home,” he says. “Then I got sent to Panama.” His
timing was impeccable, arriving just 10 days before the U.S. invasion.

Recent Central American history had been full of incident. There
was a lot to report on. As his bylines accumulated, Otis worked his
way up the journalistic food chain. He gradually moved south, finally
settling in Bogota, Colombia, where he lives today with his Colombian
wife, also a journalist, and their two young children.

For eight years Otis was the South America bureau chief for the
Houston Chronicle, which makes Latin American coverage a priority.
After that foreign bureau closed, along with those of most other news-

papers, he began reporting for Time magazine, Glo-
balPost, and the BBC/PRI radio program The World.
His 2001 investigation of Colombia’s FARC guerril-
las received an Overseas Press Club award for the
best reporting out of Latin America that year and
became the subject of his book, Law of the Jungle: The
Hunt for Colombian Guerrillas, American Hostages, and
Buried Treasure (William Morrow, 2010).

It’s a bizarre, compelling story: Colombian army
commandos set out to rescue three American hos-
tages in the South American jungle. Along the way
they stumbled across $20 million belonging to FARC
guerrillas. All the ingredients were there for a true-
life potboiler: an exotic locale, crossed purposes,
lives in peril, greed, even buried treasure. “T didn't
want to write a book about Latin America that no
one would read,” says Otis. “I didn’t want to write an
academic book or preach to the converted. I wanted
to write a good story that would capture a broad au-
dience.” The best true stories often read like novels.
The Washington Post compared Law of the Jungle to
José Eustacio Rivera’s jungle novel The Vortex and
Mario Vargas Llosa’s The Green House.

Some of the book’s stories—especially those
involving Colombian politician Ingrid Betancourt—
were widely reported at the time, but many of the
surreal adventures Otis relates are largely unknown
in the United States. When he began writing, the hos-
tages were still being held, and Otis told his publisher
the ending would contain “plenty of gray area.” Otis
was more surprised than anyone when the hostages
were rescued before he finished writing the book.

After 13 years in Colombia, Otis is happy there.
“Security has gotten much better in Bogota in recent
years, and it’s probably safer here than in certain
other parts of Latin America,” he says. “This is a cos-
mopolitan city of 8 million filled with interesting,
bright people. I feel fortunate to be able to lead the
life I set out to lead.”

The journalist’s life is one he first envisioned as a
boy growing up in Mankato, Minnesota. By the time
he got to Mac he was sure he wanted to be a foreign
correspondent, and Ron Ross’s journalism class about
the Vietnam War only reinforced that notion. “For a
small school in the middle of the country, Mac had
a big international presence,” he says. In the early
’80s there were ongoing protests about U.S. policy in
Central America. Students were fully engaged in the
wider world and ready to explore it.

“The education I got at Mac opened my mind to possibilities and
made me realize that my life was going to be a long journey of self-
education. Some of the things I read in a Victorian poetry class as an
English major still influence me 25 years later. I feel lucky where I've
ended up, because being a journalist pretty much means being paid to
become smarter and to educate other people.” @

FAITH ADAMS is a Midwest writer. This is her first article for Macal-
ester Today.
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(baga Fashionista

With one crown for a pop music queen, Lauren Machen '07

has built a design career.

BY ‘ ELIZABETH FOY LARSEN - PHOTO BY ‘ BONNIE HOLLAND

Last October, Lauren Machen '07 was stopped at Los Angeles In-
ternational Airport for trying to put a crown through security. That
the black spiky coronet looked more like a futuristic candleholder
than something from the collection of Prince Charles was only part
of the challenge. The headpiece also had disappeared into the X-ray
machine after its glass display case broke apart on the conveyor belt.

That’s when a frantic Machen explained that she had designed
and created the crown and that Lady Gaga had worn it in her “Bad
Romance” video. In fact, Machen was en route to Paris so it could
be displayed in a special exhibit celebrating the pop singer’s avant-
garde fashion. Could they please do everything they could to find it?

Gaga! the security guards announced as travelers craned their
necks to see what was happening. As the crown was fished out of
the X-ray machine, people nodded in recognition. All the attention
felt surreal for the Twin Cities native, now a fashion stylist and
accessories designer in Los Angeles. “It’s this iconic piece that I
made at four in the morning in the bathroom of my tiny apartment,”
says Machen.

Perhaps just as surreal is the fact that the iconic piece was the
first commissioned work of Machen’s career. The opportunity came
about when a friend of hers was working on the “Bad Romance”
video. Machen had no idea who Lady Gaga was, but offered to make
something for the video and ended up constructing four black
crowns to be worn by backup dancers. At some point during pro-
duction, the wardrobe stylist decided the concept would work better
atop Gaga’s platinum locks.

That serendipitous choice was a high-profile breakthrough for
Machen. “Because Gaga is such a fashion icon for a strange, wild aes-
thetic, it’s an automatic stamp of validation,” she says. That crown
has paved the way for a successful freelance career in which Machen
has taken on a wide range of commissions, from a custom motor-
cycle seat to a dance tutu fabricated from garbage bags. “The unify-
ing concept is my aesthetic, which is dark and edgy,” she says of her
work, which combines natural objects such as twigs and feathers
with bondage references to create a kind of Mad Max-meets-Vogue
effect. “They’re dark but beautiful at the same time.”

Though her shingle has only been out a short time, Machen has
already designed pieces for other celebrities as well, including sing-
er-songwriter Devendra Banhart and White Stripes guitarist Jack
White. “All the work I've gotten has come from word of mouth,” she
says. “I must be doing something right.” Because making accessories

is not yet a full-time gig, Machen also does wardrobe styling for mu-
sic videos and magazine editorial spreads.

Macalester helped her discover her artistic sensibility, says Ma-
chen, who studied drawing and painting while majoring in art at
Mac. She also designed costumes in the theater department—an
experience that taught her she didn’t enjoy the technical aspects
of following patterns. “Accessories agree with me because theyre
sculptural and very free,” she says.

But Machen’s education wasn’t limited to the art department.
She originally focused on studying psychology and graduated just
a few credits shy of a double major. “Psychology is so useful in my
career,” she says. “What I do is cater to people’s personalities and be-
ings, so having an understanding of them has helped alot.”

The connection between her fields of study impressed her ad-
visor, Psychology Department chair Jaine Strauss. “She had a real
knack for merging her interests in psychology and art, including fab-
ricating an enormous model of a neuron that still adorns our walls
and designing our department T-shirts—and elevating the fashion
quotient of the department exponentially in doing so,” says Strauss.
“The most remarkable synthesis of art and psychology was Lauren’s
directed research project, in which she examined the benefits of
an artistic activity—finger painting—on students’ well-being. The
study was impeccable in its research design. In essence, she affirmed
the restorative power of even rudimentary artistic expression.”

Switching majors from psychology to art was difficult for her,
says Strauss, but “Lauren was so wise and mature in doing so—fol-
lowing her heart and her passion—and the whole department sup-
ported her decision, even as we appreciated the challenges of an arts
career. Seeing her success now is inspiring. I'm excited to see where
she goes next.”

Machen is unsure about that next step herself. For now she’s
content to scavenge her neighborhood and local Home Depot for
unconventional materials to use in her creations. “Every day I look
around and see things,” she says. “I get really inspired by the materi-
als themselves and learning how to work with them in a different
way than they are traditionally worked with.”

She takes with her the lessons about self-knowledge that she
learned in college. “The journey of establishing an aesthetic takes
time,” she says. “Now I feel like I can make something in any disci-
pline and it will look like it’s mine.” @

Minneapolis freelancer ELIZABETH LARSEN is a regular contributor to
Macalester Today.
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n 2003, Jim Dunn "88 and Sam Ernst '88 were struggling
to make it as writers in Hollywood and had finally de-
cided maybe they’d had enough.

The two longtime friends and business partners—
they first met as computer-assigned roommates at Macal-
ester in 1984—were dealing with marriages, kids, dwin-
dling bank accounts, scratch gigs, and the regular grind of
rejection that has killed a million Hollywood dreams.

Ernst, a self-described New York Jew, remembers the period well.
“When you get to a certain point,” he says, “you really have to ask your-
self, How much longer are we going to give this?” We seemed to be
getting to that certain point on a fairly regular basis. The reality is that
there are a lot of people who just don’t catch a break, and a lot of times
it has nothing to do with whether they’re good or not.”

The duo’s complementary personalities and insistence on stick-
ing it out together served them well, even through situations that
were as hilarious as they were occasionally humiliating. When
Ernst, for instance, was offered a low-level position in a Disney pro-
duction office, he insisted on sharing both the job and the paltry
salary with his partner. Even an opportunity to write a script for the
video game version of Shrek the Third couldn’t break their spirit, and
seven years after they'd first decided maybe they’'d had enough, the
big break finally came.

“We’d been getting closer, and we kept working at it,” Ernst says.
“But I was still thinking the whole thing was maybe ridiculous. I was
broke, and I'd taken a job as a CFO with an entertainment market-
ing company, and hired Jim to write copy. But whenever we’d really
start to question what we were doing, it seemed something encour-
aging would happen.”

Ernst was in France—“Taking a vacation paid for by my in-laws,”
as he tells it—when Dunn called to tell him that ABC had bought
one of their scripts, Thief River Falls, for development. “That was our
first really big break,” Ernst says. “And it was a crazy time. My wife
had been diagnosed with cancer, and Jim’s wife was pregnant, so we
were swapping this script back and forth between hospitals.”

ABC ultimately passed on the project, but the experience opened
doorsand in 2007 itlanded Dunn and Ernst jobs on the writing staff
of The Dead Zone, a USA Network series based on the Stephen King
novel of the same name.

The King connection proved fortuitous. After The Dead Zone ex-
perience, the writing partners turned their attention to an adapta-
tion of The Colorado Kid, a King novella. ABC again bought the pilot,
but again the project didn’t get off the ground.

This time, though, Dunn and Ernst didn't have to live with their
disappointment for long. They simply went back to work, retooled
The Colorado Kid script, and sent it back out. The new project, with
backing from Scott Shepherd, executive producer of The Dead Zone,
and the powerful Stephen King brand and blessing behind it, was
rechristened Haven, sold to the Syfy channel (a division of NBC Uni-
versal), and guaranteed a full slate of 13 episodes. [Editor’s note: Last
fall the Syfy Channel picked up Haven for a second season.]

Even more improbably, the creators were given executive pro-
ducer titles, which meant they would be involved in everything from
scripts (they co-wrote the first seven episodes, and are working on
the season finale) to casting to post-production and editing.

The show, which runs Friday nights on the Syfy channel, de-
buted last summer, and has thus far garnered decent ratings and
a good deal of positive Internet chatter among King obsessives. It
shouldn’t surprise anyone that Haven takes place in a Maine town
overrun with people dealing with what Ernst describes as “super-
natural afflictions.”
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“I ended up at Macalester because I was
looking for a place that met three criteria: it
would offer me a scholarship; it didn’t have
a Greek system, and it wasn't in Indiana.”
—JIM DUNN '88

By the time Dunn and Ernst undertook their Hollywood gam-
ble, they had already (barely) survived life as restauranteurs back in
the Twin Cities. In 1988, the proud owners of freshly minted English
degrees decided to open a cutting-edge eatery right next door to the
Mac campus and joined at the hip with neighborhood institution
The Hungry Mind bookstore.

From its opening in 1990, Table of Contents was a critical and
commercial smash, and Dunn and Ernst were emboldened enough
to launch a second version across the river in Minneapolis in 1995.
When they eventually ran into lease issues at the St. Paul location
they simply crossed Grand Avenue, reinvented the original TOC as
Red Fish Blue Fish, and found themselves with another hit on their
hands.

As Dunn recalls it now, the whole restaurant thing was just
something Ernst talked him into.

“What did we know about the restaurant business?” he says. “By
that time we were already talking about wanting to write a movie,
and maybe getting into advertising. We didn’t have a lot of life ex-
perience, and Sam thought this would be a way of meeting lots of
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different people and getting some good stories and experiences.”

Ernst remembers paying for the business’s first meat order with
his first credit card. Neither of them ever expected they would even-
tually be overseeing a mini-empire with more than a hundred em-
ployees. It was a long way from their days as some of the early em-
ployees of the original Dunn Brothers coffee shop, just down Grand
Avenue from their first restaurant.

unn (no relation to the coffeehouse) came
to Macalester from a farm town in Indi-
ana, and he and his new roommate hit it
off immediately. “I ended up at Macalester
because I was looking for a place that met
three criteria: it would offer me a scholar-
ship; it didn't have a Greek system, and it
wasn't in Indiana.”

“That’s not exactly a ringing endorsement of Macalester,” Ernst
says. “And I'd like to point out that I paid my own way. Full rate.”

The burgeoning friendship—and partnership—was cemented
in room 211 Dupre, Second West. Today the duo’s production com-
pany is named Second West. “We hit it off from day one,” Dunn says.
“We were both campus guys, and hung out mostly in St. Paul. Guys
up and down our hall would come in all the time and complain about
their computer-assigned roommates. They’d come in shifts.”

“And now we've been together longer than we've been with our
wives, by a long stretch,” Ernst says. “We were lucky; there was a re-
ally good community at Macalester in those days. Coming
from New York it was all so exotic to me. There were so many
wholesome, optimistic people.”

Both profess nothing but fond memories of the Macal-
ester English department. “Patricia Kane was our favor-
ite,” Dunn says, “And Bob Warde.” Dunn would become the
editor of the campus literary magazine, The Chanter; Ernst
admits that he “never did a minute of creative writing the
whole time I was at Macalester.”

The partners also cemented their ties to the college by
marrying fellow Mac grads. “I met the woman I eventually
married in a Shakespeare class,” Ernst says. “The problem
was—like virtually everything else at Macalester at the
time—this was Shakespeare taught from a gender perspec-
tive, which annoyed the hell out of me but was, in fact, the
main reason my wife took the class, so we basically argued
the whole semester.”

There was a brief
overlapping  period
when Dunn and Ernst
were still trying to
keep their Twin Cit-
ies restaurants afloat
while getting their
Hollywood careers off
the ground, but when
they opened their re-
vamped Table of Con-
tents in Minneapolis
on September 9, 2001,
timing finally caught
up with them, and by
2003 all three restau-
rants were shuttered.

“We were lucky; there
was a really good
community at Macal-
ester in those days.
Coming from New
York it was so exotic
to me. There were so
many wholesome,
optimistic people.”
—SAM ERNST 88

“Those were some pretty dark days,” Ernst says. “We were strug-
gling out in California and still dealing with a lot of debt back in the
Twin Cities.”

They can both shrug it off now: “Our default mode has always
been laughter,” Ernst says. “And we still regularly have what we call
‘spit-valve’ meetings, where we're both allowed to vent and clear the
pipes. It sounds corny, but our relationship really is like a marriage,
other than the fact that we don't get to have make-up sex.”

Dunn gives Macalester credit for nurturing the pair’s persis-
tence in the face of obstacles. “You don't really learn a lot of techni-
cal, useful, nuts-and-bolts stuff in the English Department,” he says.
“But you learn how to think, and I think Macalester gave us both
this weird confidence that we could do the things we wanted to do.”

For Ernst the ultimate payoff for all those years of highs and lows
came when he made his first trip to Nova Scotia, where Haven was
shooting. “We walked onto the set and there was this building with
Haven Production Offices on the door. We looked at each other and
realized that, you know, after all we’d been through, this thing was
finally real. At a moment like that, it really doesn’t get any better than
to be able to turn to your best friend and say, How cool is this?”” @

BRAD ZELLAR is a Minneapolis writer.

@ WEB CONNECT: www.samandjimgotohollywood.com)
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THE STREET

Khaled Habayeb ‘03 made Wall Street work for him.

BY ‘ ANDY STEINER '90 - PHOTO BY ‘ MICHAEL CROUSER

quick read of Khaled Habayeb’s bio makes him sound
like a lucky guy who's had everything in life handed to
him: international scholarship recipient, president of
the Macalester Alumni Association, Vice President of J.P.
Morgan’s Equity Capital Markets Group in New York.

But in this case, appearances are deceiving. Though he’s risen re-
markably far and fast in his 29 years, the Jordanian-born Habayeb
has worked hard to get to his current position. And he’s not ashamed
to call himself a relentless networker: In fact, his friends say that Ha-
bayeb is one of those people who believe success is of your own de-
vising. Getting to know the right people along the way doesn’t hurt,
either. “Khaled doesn’t wait for God’s will to happen,” says his friend
and mentor, emeritus economics professor Karl Egge. “He makes
God’s will happen.”

As late as his graduation day, Habayeb didn’t have a job on Wall
Street. The economics major had hoped to land an entry-level spot at
a New York investment bank, but nothing had come through. Despite
having applied up and down the Street, he was facing a summer fold-
ing shirts at a Banana Republic store.

“It was a disappointing time,” Habayeb admits. “I told myself, Tl
try this for a few months. I'll connect with every Mac grad I can find
who works in investment banking, If it doesn’t work out, I'll just have
to go home.”

Then, the Monday after graduation, Merrill Lynch called, asking
if Habayeb was interested in a summer internship. ‘T had to swallow
my ego to take an internship after I'd already graduated, but I said yes,
packed my bags, and moved to New York,” Habayeb recalls. “It was
only for three months, with no promise of anything afterward, but I
told myself this was my opportunity. I'd work hard and figure things
out when I got there.”

The internship—helping to run the orientation program for new
Merrill Lynch hires—was illuminating. “I sat through most of the
training sessions and it only made it clearer to me that [ was meant
to be there,” he says. Any free time Habayeb had he spent working his
Macalester connections. But the investment banks had already done
their hiring for the season.

“That summer was a struggle,” Habayeb admits. “I was network-
ing like crazy, meeting with Mac alums, but nothing was coming
through.” Then, as fall approached, “I learned that J.P. Morgan was
looking for more people to join their incoming investment banking
analyst class. I was in the right place at the right time.” In October,
Habayeb joined the firm.
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For three years he stuck it out in a job that many young employees
quickly tire of. The hours were long—up to 80 a week—but he firmly
established himself, eventually being promoted to associate, and then
vice president of J.P. Morgan’s Equity Capital Markets Group—one
of the younger VPs the firm has named.

The promotion hasn’'t cut Habayeb’s hours. If anything, he’s
working harder than ever, traveling the world to meet with clients
and spending “more nights in an airplane seat” than in his apartment
in New York’s Hell's Kitchen. “I don’t have much time for anything
else, but I make it work,” he says.

Despite his busy work schedule, Habayeb makes time for his alma
mater, joining the college’s Alumni Board just a few years after gradu-
ation. “The college took a chance on me,” says Habayeb, who is also an
alumnus of the United World College of the Adriatic. “Without that
first big break, I wouldn’t be where I am today.”

As aresult, “I strongly believe in giving back,” he says. “I got a schol-
arship, so I feel I owe the school at least that money back and hopefully
a lot more.” He has contributed to the Annual Fund every year since
graduation, contributes to the Karl Egge Endowed Professorship, and
recently named Macalester the beneficiary of his life insurance.

Habayeb helps out Mac students in other ways as well. With a
focus on building the college’s profile in the big financial firms, he
has helped develop a program called “A Day on Wall Street,” in which
economics students have the opportunity to fly to New York over fall
break and meet with representatives from his firm.

Programs like this are important, Habayeb believes, because not
enough Wall Streeters know about Macalester. “On Wall Street, we
have a list of target schools,” he says. “And Macalester is not one of
them. But every time I get someone from Macalester in front of the
interviewers, they impress them, and most have been offered a job.”

Still, Habayeb knows he can’t be there to speak for every Mac stu-
dent. Tired of explaining his alma mater to colleagues, he’s now work-
ing on ways to raise the college’s national profile. “Khaled is really
proud of Macalester,” says alumni relations director Gabrielle Law-
rence '73. “He wants Macalester to be seen as one of the best schools
in the country and for our graduates to be acknowledged for their
excellence.” Now that he is also helping younger brother Zeid, a se-
nior studying economics and political science, attend Mac, the elder
Habayeb’s commitment has only intensified.

After several years on the Alumni Board, including two as chair of
the student support committee, Habayeb recently became association
president. Fittingly, he is the youngest board president ever. @

ANDY STEINER "90 is a regular contributor to Macalester Today.



Khaled Habayeb "03
is Macalester’s Alumni
Association president.

-
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Eleanor Brown '95, The Weird Sisters (Penguin, 2010)

Christian Campbell '99, Running the Dusk (Peepal Tree Press, 2010), shortlisted for the Forward Poetry Prize
for Best First Book in the United Kingdom

Scotti McAuliff Cohn *72, Iilinois: Mapping the Prairie State Through History (Globe Pequot, 2010), Chicago
Curiosities (Globe Pequot, 2011), Big Cat, Little Kitty (Sylvan Dell, 2011)

Andrea Cremer, history professor, Nightshade (Penguin, 2010). See story on page 7.

Paul Dosh, political science professor, with photographs by James Lerager, Demanding the Land: Urban Popular
Movements in Peru and Ecuador, 1990-2005 (Pennsylvania State University Press, 2010)

Christopher Jones '82, Swamp Yankee (Destructible Heart Press, 2010, 9031 Groveland Dr., Dallas, TX 75218)
Mary Lou Hanson Moeller '57, Pearl’s Wisdom (authorhouse.com)

M.V. Montgomery 83, Dream Koans (Fast Forward Press, 2010)

Dan Rhode 93, Introducing Pottery (University of Pennsylvania, 2010)

Arra Lynn Ross '00, Seedlip and Sweet Apple (Milkweed, 2010)

Cindy Simmons °85, John Gastil, E. Pierre Deess, Philip J. Weiser, The Jury and Democracy: How Jury
Deliberation Promotes Civic Engagement and Political Participation (Oxford University Press, 2010)



WHY DON'T WE GIVE?
ALUMNI ANSWER BACK

BY ‘ GABRIELLE LAWRENCE '73, DIRECTOR OF ALUMNI RELATIONS

IN THE LAST ISSUE I asked why fewer Macalester alumni give to the
Annual Fund compared to our peer schools. I received responses as
varied and interesting as our alumni body itself.

A couple of people told me they haven’t got a nick-
el to spare. One told me he doesn’t think annual gifts
are important. Several alumni believe participation
rates must be lowest from the decades in which they
graduated (the '60s, *70s, or '80s). Then there were the
responses from our perennial critics, both those who
believe that Mac has been overtaken by left-wing ideo-
logues and those who suspect that lots of economics
majors means the school is failing.

One alumnus suggested that the diverse economic
backgrounds of today’s students mean that philanthro-
py is not a familiar habit, and she challenged us to cre-
ate a culture of philanthropy among our students.

Some alumni questioned whether the college was a careful stew-
ard of its money. We can assure those people that the college’s financial
management has been consistently prudent. We came through the Great
Recession of 2008 without any layoffs and have maintained excellent
programming with a decreased budget. In this we are unique among our
peer schools, many of which were forced to lay off staff, reduce pension

SUMMER
SESSION

July 31-August 1, 2, 3, 2011
Macalester College

Register by July 1
macalester.edu/alumni/alumnicollege

THE 2011 ALUMNI COLLEGE FACULTY

In the mid-2oth century, after some of the most ap-
palling acts of cruelty and slaughter in human history,
political leaders, intellectuals, and activists around
the world responded not with despair, but with acts
of grace, courage, and self-sacrifice that continue to
inspire. Out of this combination of anguish and hope,
the contemporary human rights movement was born.

contributions, and stop building projects. And our endowment has been
recognized nationally as one of the best managed in the country.

Many alumni tell us that they focus their charitable giving on or-
ganizations that directly advocate for social justice and to eliminate
poverty. They think it’s hard to argue for educating a few young Amer-
icans when global income disparity is so great.

But these young people are our future leaders. They must be well
prepared to lead our schools, government, and businesses. That’s why
investing in them and Macalester makes sense.

Finally, my initial query has raised a deeper ques-
tion: Are we an elite college or a college for the elite?
We're ambivalent about this. On the one hand, we
want to be considered one of the best colleges in the
country. On the other hand, 70 percent of current stu-
dents are on financial aid, so we're not financially elite.
And we're squeamish about “need aware,” the newly
adopted policy in which financial need is considered
when part of the incoming class is selected.

We're proud of our new beautiful buildings and
our smart students. But do our healthy endowment
and beautiful campus send a message of complacent
wealth rather than appropriate spending? Does living our Macales-
ter values mean deferring our responsibility to support educating the
leaders of tomorrow?

Have we solved the Macalester mystery? Like all the best ques-
tions, this one has generated more questions than answers. Let’s keep
the conversation going. [

I AM BECAUSE WE AREK:
HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE 21ST CENTURY

What are we supposed to do when we see calamities unfolding before us on the television screen?
When evil falls upon the heads of the innocent? What are our responsibilities as global citizens?

By studying the human rights movement from
multiple perspectives—philosophy, the arts, law,
the social sciences—we will seek to answer the
question that continues to drive human rights work-
ers around the globe and in our own communities:
How can we right the wrongs of the world?

Ui "l

o |
| l; ’,x T

§ A
Martin Gundersi

&

James Dawes on Jim von Geldern James Laine

Wendy Weber Mark Mazullo

J

Z =

Lara Nielsen Jim Stewart Barbara Frey
Dean of Summer Philosophy International Religious Studies Political Science Music Theatre and Dance History Human Rights
Session Studies

WINTER 2011 | 45



» In Memoriam

1931

Evelyn Haberkorn Beiderwieden,
101, of Arcadia, Mich., died

Aug. 10, 2010. She is survived
by a daughter, a son, three
grandchildren, and five great-
grandchildren.

1933

Virginia Mills Mouritsen, 98, of
Fergus Falls, Minn., died July
22,2010. She is survived by a
daughter and a son.

1938

Jane Fleckenstein Haserick, 93,

of Southern Pines, N.C., died June
10, 2010. She is survived by a
daughter, a son, two grandchildren,
a great-granddaughter, and two
sisters.

1940

Frederick P. Engfer, 92, of
Manitou Springs, Colo., died
June 17, 2010. He worked for
Northern Paper Mills for more
than 40 years in Virginia, North
Carolina, Washington, Michigan,
and Minnesota before retiring
in 1982. Mr. Engfer is survived
by a daughter, a son, three
grandchildren, a great-grandson,
and three sisters.

1941

Jean Robertson Ernst, 90, died
Sept. 22, 2010. She worked at
Seaside Memorial Hospital in San
Diego and the Long Beach City
Health Department. Mrs. Ernst
is survived by a daughter and two
granddaughters.

1943

Joel I. Bloomfield, 88, died Oct. 6,
2010, in Minneapolis. He served
in the U.S. Army in World War II
and Korea, and later worked for
Honeywell, Univac, and Control
Data. Mr. Bloomfield is survived
by two daughters, three sons,
four grandchildren, and five great-
grandchildren.

Vincent 0. Kaehler, 87, of
Southern Pines, N.C., died Nowv.

3, 2009. He served in the Navy
during World War II. Mr. Kaehler is
survived by his wife, Dorothy, two
daughters, two grandchildren, and
a brother.
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1946

Marjorie Swanson Smestad, 85,
of Beverly Hills, Fla., died July 2,
2010. She was a secretary for the
Lutheran Council in the USA. Mrs.
Smestad is survived by two sons,
four grandchildren, and a sister.

1947

Dorothy Otness Bartels, 85, died
July 28, 2010. She is survived

by her husband, Robert, two
daughters (including Deborah
Bartels '73), son Jeffrey Bartels
’80, five grandchildren, a sister, and
a brother.

1948

Frances Carlson Pfaff, 83, of
Springfield, Ore., died Oct. 3,
2010. She worked as a women’s
Christian counselor and a
Christian school aide. Mrs. Pfaff
is survived by a daughter, three
sons, 12 grandchildren, 13 great-
grandchildren, a sister, and a
brother.

Harriet Erickson Stevenson, 83,
of Camarillo, Calif., died July 26,
2010. Mrs. Stevenson is survived
by her husband, Donald Stevenson
"48, two daughters, a son, five
grandchildren, and a sister.

1950

David W. Carlson, 81, of Eden
Prairie, Minn., died Oct. 19,

2010. He was a captain in the U.S.
Air Force and vice president of
Kimberly Clark Corp. Mr. Carlson
is survived by his wife, Marilyn,
three daughters (including Karen
Carlson Miller '74), a son, and nine
grandchildren.

Herb A. Erickson, 88, of North St.
Paul, Minn., died July 14, 2010.
He retired as a teacher with the
Mounds View, Minn., School
District. Mr. Erickson is survived
by his wife, Ruby, three daughters,
10 grandchildren, three great-
grandchildren, and a brother.

Marvin 0. Larson, 83, of Acapulco,
Mexico, died June 1, 2010. He is
survived by two daughters, a son,
several grandchildren, and two
sisters (including Marilyn Larson
Heiple '51).

Charles H. Schulze, 83, of Cando,
N.D,, died Oct. 22, 2010. A veteran
of the U.S. Army Air Corps, Mr.
Schulze was a professor at Pillsbury

Baptist Bible College in Owatonna,
Minn., and a pastor at several
Baptist churches in Minnesota
and Nebraska. He is survived by
his wife, Jean, two daughters, four
grandchildren, and a sister.

1951

Jeanne E. Huddleston, 83, of
Minneapolis died Oct. 4, 2010.
She worked with visually impaired
children for 20 years as a teacher
in Red Bank and retired in 1990 as
a tutor at Powderhorn Christian
School and Cooper Elementary
School in Minneapolis.

Donald W. Timm, 82, of
Springfield, Ill., died Sept. 11,
2010. He served in the Army
Occupational Forces after World
War II. He later worked as a special
agent with the FBI and as a high
school teacher and coach. Mr.
Timm also founded the Illinois
Code Company. He is survived
by his wife, Betty, three sons,

15 grandchildren, and a great-
grandson.

1952

Ruth Owen Axt, 80, died Sept.
18,2010, in Oklahoma City. She
taught English in the St. Cloud
schools for 30 years, retiring in
1996. Mrs. Axt is survived by her
husband, Daniel, four daughters,
five grandchildren, and three great-
grandchildren.

Geraldine Birdsell Doerring, 80, of
Hilton Head Island, S.C., died Sept.
10, 2010. She worked as a teacher
while accompanying her husband,
Paul Doerring 54, through his
military career and graduate
studies. Mrs. Doerring is survived
by her husband, a daughter, two
sons, three grandchildren, and

a sister, Barbara Birdsell
McCluskey '57.

Iver J. Shoberg, 82, of South St.
Paul, Minn., died Oct. 5, 2010.

He was a retired pilot for North
Central/Republic Airlines. Mr.
Shoberg is survived by his wife,
Jeanne Hanson Shoberg '52, a son,
six grandchildren, and three great-
grandchildren.

1953

James K. Jurgensen, 80, of
Matteson, IlL., died Aug. 9,

2010. He was an Army veteran
and a business executive. Mr.
Jurgensen is survived by his wife,
Charlotte, three daughters, a son,
nine grandchildren, and a great-
grandson.

Lloyd F. Leonard, 81, of
Robbinsdale, Minn., died June 3,
2010. He was a dental surgeon for
42 years and retired as a captain
after 36 years in the Navy. Dr.
Leonard is survived by his wife,
Geraldine, two daughters, three
sons, 16 grandchildren, and a
great-grandson.

1954

Elizabeth Ann Chesley Thomas,
78, died June 26, 2010, in
Moorhead, Minn.

1957

Carole Mitchell Groustra, 75, of St.
Cloud, Minn., died Sept. 16, 2010.
She taught first and second grades
in Richfield, Minn., retiring in
1991 after 37 years in education.
Mrs. Groustra is survived by her
husband, Harold, and a sister.

Joan Peterson Liimatta, 74, of
Aurora, Minn., died Aug. 20, 2010.
She taught math and computer
science for more than 30 years,
retiring in 1996. Mrs. Liimatta is
survived by a daughter, two sons,
seven grandchildren, and two
brothers.

1958

Richard L. Rudquist, 77, of Bovey,
Minn., died Oct. 25, 2010. He
was an Army veteran and taught
junior high school in Grand
Rapids, Minn., from 1960 to
1981. Mr. Rudquist is survived by
his wife, Betty Vlasak Rudquist
’59, a daughter, a son, four
grandchildren, and a sister.

1960

lola M. Arthurs of Sequim, Wash.,
died March 28, 2010. Ms. Arthurs
is survived by her cousin, Sara
Crandall Wenda '62.

Janet Purper Morlan, 71, died
June 23, 2010. She is survived by
two daughters and a son.



1963

Bona Enstrom Smith, 68, of
Bemidji, Minn., died Sept. 24,
2010. She worked at libraries in
Lafayette and Stockton, Calif., and
retired from the Bemidji Public
Library as brand manager in 2006.
Mrs. Smith is survived by her
husband, Melvin, and a brother.

1964

Rance C. Howe, 68, of Coon
Rapids, Minn., died Aug. 16,
2010. He worked for the Anoka-
Hennepin School District for 37
years as an English teacher and
curriculum consultant. He also
coached Anoka High School’s state
champion wrestling team in 1978.
Mr. Howe is survived by his wife,
Anita, a daughter, a son, and six
grandchildren.

Donn R. Wiski, 68, of Vadnais
Heights, Minn., died Aug. 13,
2010. He served as city planning
director of Duluth, Minn., mayor
and city council member of
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Roseville, Minn., and chair of
TAB. Mr. Wiski is survived by his
mother, a daughter, a son, Bret
Wiski '93, and a grandson.

1966

Sheila K. Benton, 65, of Liberty,
N.Y, died April 12, 2010. She was a
master teacher at Tri-Valley Central
School for 40 years and taught
sciences from the sixth-grade level
up. Ms. Benton is survived by
three brothers.

1967

Barbara R. Hunter, 65, of St. Paul
died Aug. 2, 2010. She was a writer,
reporter, editor, and public policy
administrator.

1976

Julia Gutman Brophy, 56, of Fort
Collins, Colo., died Oct. 2, 2010.
She served in the Peace Corps in
Malaysia, launched a scrapbooking
business, and worked with the
elderly and disabled. Mrs. Brophy

When economics professor Karl Egge (left) was in Lahina, Maui,
last November, he met up for dinner with Gary Robert '72,
formerly known as Gary Yackel. Robert has worked in Hawaii for
about 30 years as a lawyer. Egge reports, “I see him about every
five years. He was a good student of mine and a good Mac football
player back in the day.”

is survived by her husband,
Martin, three daughters, a son, a

granddaughter, and two brothers.

1977

James L. Patterson, 56, of
Bigfork, Mont., died Sept. 5,
2010. He spent 25 years working
with and training elephants for
circuses in the United States and
Canada. After retiring in 1999,
Mr. Patterson worked as a truck

Michelle, a son, his parents, and
five sisters.

1984

Andrew J. White, 51, died Aug.
30, 2010, in Muskogee, Okla. He
was postmaster of Warner, Okla.,
and served his community as a
first responder and volunteer
firefighter. Mr. White is survived
by his wife, Belinda, two sons, his
father, a sister, and a brother.

driver. He is survived by his wife,

Other Losses

R. Winston Wallin GP ’13, a former
executive at Medtronic and Pillsbury
and a leader in the Twin Cities phil-
anthropic community, died Decem-
ber 20, 2010. He was 84.

Wallin and his wife, Maxine
Houghton Wallin 48, have been
very generous to Macalester, having
funded the Maxine and Winston
Wallin Faculty Fellowship and the
Wallin Global Scholars during the
Step Forward campaign. Wallin also
received the Macalester College Trustees Award for Meritorious
Service in 2005.

A Minneapolis native, Wallin rose from a grain buyer’s
position at Pillsbury to high corporate positions there and at
Medtronic Inc., where he served as chairman and chief execu-
tive beginning in 1985. He is credited with creating the under-
pinnings for Medtronic’s spectacular growth spurt that began
in the late 1980s and continued for more than a decade. Today,
the Fridley-based company is the largest medical technology
company in the world.

Although Wallin retired from Medtronic in 1991, he worked
diligently in Minnesota philanthropic circles. He and Maxine
formed the Wallin Foundation in the early 1990s, which
included a scholarship program at Minneapolis South High
School that enabled promising students from low-income fami-
lies to attend college. Later called Wallin Education Partners,
the program has benefitted thousands for students while giving
out about $26 million in scholarships.

Wallin is survived by his wife and four children.

Former Macalester trustee Sandra Johnston Hale, 75, died
Nov. 2, 2010. She served as commissioner of the Minnesota
Department of Administration under Gov. Rudy Perpich from
1983 to 1991, receiving awards for her work from the American
Society of Public Administration and the Humphrey Institute.
Her department’s Strive Toward Excellence in Performance pro-
gram received a Ford Foundation/Harvard Innovations Award,
and in 1988 she was elected a fellow of the National Academy
of Public Administration. Ms. Hale was a past president and
chair of the board of directors of the Guthrie Theater, chair of
the Minnesota State Arts Board, and a member of the National
Council on the Arts governing board. She is survived by three
daughters, five grandchildren, and a brother.
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» Grandstand

ESSAY

From Religion
to Restaurants

BY ‘ JONATHAN KAUFFMAN 93

A FEW YEARS AFTER graduating from college, I discovered that
I'd become embarrassed to tell people I'd majored in religious stud-
ies. (The question of my major still comes up frequently—people
want to know how a restaurant critic landed his job.) T wasn’t
embarrassed about my education so much as concerned that

I had spent all that time and other people’s money pursu-
ing personal, esoteric interests. So I'd follow up my confes-

sion with a comment like “Most impractical degree in the
world, huh?” Only philosophy majors would feel the need

to one-up me.

Don't get me wrong: I loved the religious studies
courses I took at Macalester—Cal Roetzel's “Introduction to
Hebrew Scriptures,” Jim Laine’s seminar on religion
and caste in India, classes on American reli-
gions and the relationship be-
tween government and ritual. It
was a classic case of taking one
elective and ending up with a
major. Seventeen years lat-
er, I'm still as fascinated
by religion and spiritual-
ity as I was my senior year
in college.

Not that the degree trans-
lated into a job.

Instead of heading for
seminary or graduate school, 8‘9{

Ijoined a pack of Mac grads

then moving to San Francisco.

After a few years of puttering, I bought the best set of knives I
could afford and went to work as a cook. And then I stumbled—
thanks to one of those Mac friends—into writing restaurant re-
views for an Oakland weekly newspaper.

After more than a decade writing for newspapers in the Bay
Area and Seattle, I started telling people that my English minor
was the practical part of my degree. And so I thought until two
years ago, when [ attended a pig slaughter and butchery class on a
farm outside Seattle. Led by alocal culinary teacher, the event was
one of the first of its kind in the country; as both a food writer
and an omnivore I felt I needed to attend.

It was a cold, clear day for a kill. Sixty of us gathered in the late
morning, children darting around the lawn, adults breathing in
steam from cups of spiced cider. Eventually the teacher gathered
us around the pen. He nervously said a few words of respect and
hoisted his rifle. Crack! The pig collapsed. We spent the afternoon
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dissecting the animal’s body and our feelings, which, for many of
the conscientious omnivores attending the event, turned out to
be less conflicted than we'd anticipated.

As I sat on the ferry back to Seattle writing up my notes,
memories of my senior seminar on sacrifice began to bubble up.
I thought about the books we'd read by 19th- and early 20th-
century scholars such as Henri Hubert, Marcel Mauss, and James
Frazier. They'd theorized that the sacrificial animal served as a
symbolic sponge for its killers sins; the animal’s death expunged
these negative forces from the community, purifying the killers
in the process.

On the other hand, the pig slaughter I'd just attended seemed
to invert this dynamic—it was the butcher

who was taking on the sins of the peo-
ple witnessing the animal’s death. By

watching him kill a pig we then ate,
we were absolving ourselves of
being unconscious omnivores,
people who only thought of pork
as plastic-wrapped protein. In one
of those rare moments writers trea-
sure, an essay suddenly flowed from
my fingers.

When the piece was published,

I called my parents. “Hey, I finally
used my college degree,” I joked,
to which they responded with wan
laughter. My father has grown more
supportive of my zigzagging career
over the years, but hed still love to
see me go to grad school.

After I hung up the phone,
though, I realized just how wrong my
lame joke was, and how profoundly

my four years of religious studies
had shaped the way [ write about
food. Those classes predisposed
me to look not just at ingredi-
ents but also at the symbolism
imbued in them. To examine how
food trends—and our individual tastes—are shaped by larger so-
cial forces. (Hey, bacon mania doesn’t just come out of nowhere.)
To read the messages about politics, class, and culture that chefs
convey to customers through their food. Increasingly, the mission
that drives my work isn’t just to find good restaurants but to dis-
cover what those restaurants say about who we are.

Telling a stranger [ majored in religious studies still feels
like a confession, an invitation to a more intimate conversation
that neither of us wants to have. But I no longer shrug off the
admission with “Impractical, eh?” Practicality isn't the most im-
portant measure of value—something any religious studies major
should realize. @

Jonathan Kauffman "93 is the restaurant critic at the SE Weekly in
San Francisco. His essay on the pig slaughtering class won an IACP
Bert Greene Award in 2009 (seattleweekly.com).
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Macalester’s global community just
grew smaller.

Now it fits in your kilt pocket.

In three simple
steps, you
can make a

$10 donation
to the Annual Fund.

1. Text GOMAC to 85944

2. Wait for confirmation
message

3. Reply with YES

A one-time donation of $10 will be billed to your mobile phone bill.
Messaging & data rates may apply. Donations are collected for Macalester College ST E PA F O R 06 A RD
by mobilecause.com. Reply STOP to 85944 to stop. Reply HELP to 85944 for help. SUPPORT MACALESTER’S ANNUAL FUND

For terms, see igfn.org/t.
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