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Let me say a few words of thanks to all of those who helped make
the Second Annual Civic Forum such a success. First, I would like to
express my appreciation to all of those who contributed papers and
responses, as well as to those who participated in the conversation
in various ways. The success of conferences such as this ultimately
depends on two things: the willingness of the formal participants to
invest the time and intellectual energy necessary to produce high-qual-
ity scholarship and the willingness of the members of the community
to engage in the intellectual give-and-take that is one of the hallmarks
of the scholarly enterprise. Both of these were in abundant evidence
during the Forum.

Second, I'd like to thank the faculty members of the Macalester
College Environmental Studies Department: Daniel Hornbach, Roo-
pali Phadke, and Christopher Wells. These three colleagues provided
invaluable practical and intellectual support from the very beginning
of the planning process, serving as respondents, organizing support-
ing activities such as the café scientifique, and generally mobilizing stu-
dents to participate in the Forum.

Third, I'd like to thank the faculty, staff, and students who organized
the “Continuing the Conversation” supporting event that took place
at the conclusion of the Forum. The Associate Dean of the Institute
for Global Citizenship, Karin Trail-Johnson, and the members of the
Institute’s Student Council made this a fitting, enjoyable, and highly
successful capstone event, one that will become a permanent feature of
the Forum.

Finally, I'd like to express my deep appreciation to Margaret Beegle
and her student workers (especially Jessica Hawkinson) for their hard
work and dedication to the success of the Forum.
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Macalester had a dual dream at its inception: on the one hand, to
encourage students to cultivate their growth through rigorous study
and critical self-reflection; on the other, to educate students for a con-
dition of freedom, civic purposefulness, and a vocation of leadership.
This dream was captured by the pioneering works and lives of Edward
Neill and James Wallace, two of the College’s most significant founders
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and builders. Thus, in this new Institute for Global Citizenship, Macal-
ester keeps faith with the dream by creating for and with our students
a context conducive to a distinctive synthesis of intellectual intensity,
self-monitoring, and preparation for public usefulness.

Consistent with the founding impulse, the Institute for Global Citi-
zenship offers a number of programs intended to educate our students
for ethical and effective “global citizenship.” Among these intellectual
innovations is the Macalester Civic Forum. To be held every spring, the
Forum will have this focus: themes that are primarily national and the
commissioning of a keynote address and formal essays by Macalester
College students or alumni.
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