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ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Seyla Benhabib is the Eugene Meyer Professor of Political Science and
Philosophy at Yale University and Director of its Program in Ethics,
Politics and Economics. She is the author of Critique, Norm and Utopia: A
Study of the Normative Foundations of Critical Theory (1986); Situating the
Self: Gender, Community and Postmodernism in Contemporary Ethics (1992,
winner of the National Educational Association’s best book of the year
award); together with Judith Butler, Drucilla Cornell and Nancy Fraser,
Feminism as Critique (1994); The Reluctant Modernism of Hannah Arendt
(1996, reissued in 2002); The Claims of Culture: Equality and Diversity in
the Global Era (2002); The Rights of Others: Aliens, Citizens and Residents
(2004, which won the Ralph Bunche award of the American Political
Science Association in 2005 and the North American Society for Social
Philosophy award in 2004); and most recently, Another Cosmopolitan-
ism: Hospitality, Sovereignty and Democratic Iterations, with responses by
Jeremy Waldron, Bonnie Honig and Will Kymlicka (2006).

Dr. Benhabib has been a member of the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences since 1996 and has held the Gauss Lectures (Princeton,
1998); the Spinoza Chair for Distinguished Visitors (Amsterdam, 2001);
the John Seeley Memorial Lectures (Cambridge, 2002); the Tanner Lec-
tures (Berkeley, 2004); and she was the Catedra Ferrater Mora Dis-
tinguished Professor in Girona, Spain (Summer 2005). Furthermore,
she received an honorary degree from the Humanistic University in
Utrecht in 2004.

Professor Benhabib was the President of the Eastern Division of the
American Philosophical Association in 2006-07, and now serves on its
Executive Committee.

The Rev. Dr. Lucy Forster-Smith has served Macalester College as its
Chaplain since 1994. She received her Bachelor of Arts degree from
Sioux Falls College, South Dakota, in 1975, with an interdisciplinary
major in music and philosophy. In 1979, she graduated from Princ-
eton Theological Seminary with a Master of Divinity degree and was
ordained as a Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) minister in 1980. In 2001,
she completed her Doctor of Ministry degree at Princeton Theological
Seminary with a dissertation entitled, “A Grammar of Transforma-
tion: Language Used by Non-Religiously Affiliated College Students in
Describing Life Changing Experiences.”
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Prior to joining Macalester, Rev. Forster-Smith served on campuses
in Washington state, Wisconsin, and Ohio. She is the author of numer-
ous articles in journals, including Theology Today, The Presbyterian Out-
look, and Church and Society, as well as religious educational resources
published by Westminster/John Knox Press. In addition to her respon-
sibilities as Chaplain, Rev. Forster-Smith serves as Co-Director of
Macalester’s Lilly Project for Vocation and Ethical Leadership, which is
a program of the Institute for Global Citizenship.

David Theo Goldberg directs the system-wide University of Califor-
nia Humanities Research Institute (www.uchri.org). He is also Profes-
sor of Comparative Literature and Criminology, Law and Society, as
well as a Fellow at the Critical Theory Institute, University of Califor-
nia, Irvine. He has authored several books, including The Racial State
(2002) and Racist Culture: Philosophy and the Politics of Meaning (1993).
He has also edited or co-edited many books, including Anatomy of Rac-
ism (1990), Multiculturalism: A Critical Reader (1995), Between Law and
Culture (2001), Relocating Postcolonialism (2002), and The Companion to
Gender Studies (2004). His current monograph, The Threat of Race, will
be published by Basil Blackwell.

Dr. Goldberg is the co-founder and co-leader of the Humanities,
Arts, Science and Technology Advanced Collaboratory (HASTAC, at
www.hastac.org), which is a global consortium of eighty institutions
committed to the development, application, and analysis of digital
technologies in, for, and by scholars in the humanities, arts, and social
sciences, in collaboration with technologists, engineers, and computa-
tional scientists.

Andrew Latham is an Associate Professor of Political Science and
Associate Dean of the Institute for Global Citizenship at Macalester
College. He came to Macalester after completing a post-doc at the York
Centre for International and Security Studies, where he also served as
Assistant Director. He earned an M.A. from Queen’s University and a
Ph.D. from York University, both in Toronto, Canada. He has received
a number of fellowships, awards, and grants, including two Military
and Strategic Studies Doctoral Fellowships from the Canadian Depart-
ment of National Defence, and an award for teaching excellence at
the University of Manitoba. Latham specializes in the field of interna-
tional security and has published in journals such as European Journal

viii

http://digital commons.macal ester.edu/maccivicf/vol 1/issl/4



et al.: about the authors

About the Authors

of International Relations, International Journal, and Contemporary Security
Policy.

Carly Martin "07 majored in Philosophy, with a minor in Women’s,
Gender and Sexuality Studies. She will pursue graduate work in Phi-
losophy after completing a yearlong English teaching assistantship in
Metz, France. Ms. Martin also devotes her time to feminist organizing.
During her senior year at Macalester, she collaborated with others to
rehabilitate and re-open the Women’s and Gender Resource Center on
campus.

Diane P. Michelfelder, Provost of Macalester College, received her
A.B. degree from Bryn Mawr College and her Ph.D. in Philosophy
from the University of Texas at Austin. A philosopher with a special
interest in ethics, aesthetics, and the philosophy of technology, she
is the co-editor of Applied Ethics in American Society and Dialogue and
Deconstruction: The Gadamer-Derrida Encounter, which was named one
of the “Outstanding Philosophy Books of the Year” by Choice maga-
zine. Her essays, reviews and translations have been widely published
in books and journals, including the Journal of Social Philosophy; Rethink-
ing Nature: Essays in Environmental Philosophy, Ethics and Information
Technology; and Readings in the Philosophy of Technology. Prior to her
appointment at Macalester, Michelfelder served as Dean of the College
of Arts and Sciences at Indiana State University. Previously, she served
as Professor of Philosophy and Chair of the Philosophy Department at
California Polytechnic State University and as Professor of Philosophy
and Department Head in Languages and Philosophy at Utah State
University. She is currently the President for the Society for Philosophy
and Technology.

Jane Rhodes is Dean for the Study of Race and Ethnicity and Professor
and Chair of American Studies at Macalester College. She earned a
Ph.D. from the University of North Carolina—Chapel Hill. Rhodes spe-
cializes in the study of race and mass media, the black press, media
and social movements, and cultural studies. Prior to joining the Macal-
ester faculty, Rhodes was an Ethnic Studies professor at the University
of California, San Diego. Rhodes’ award-winning first book, published
in 1998, is Mary Ann Shadd Cary: The Black Press and Protest in the Nine-
teenth Century. Her new book, Framing the Black Panthers: The Spectacu-
lar Rise of a Black Power Icon, was published in Fall 2007. Rhodes was
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featured in the award-winning documentary The Black Press: Soldiers
Without Swords (California Newsreel), and was the recipient of a Presi-
dent’s Postdoctoral Fellowship from the University of California and a
Ford Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship for Minorities.

Brian C. Rosenberg is the 16th president of Macalester College. He
began his duties on August 4, 2003. Prior to becoming president,
Rosenberg was the dean of the faculty and a professor of English at
Lawrence University in Appleton, Wisconsin, a position he held since
1998. Rosenberg began his academic career as an adjunct assistant pro-
fessor of humanities at The Cooper Union in New York City in 1982.
From 1983 to 1998, he chaired the English Department at Allegheny
College in Meadpville, Pennsylvania.

A scholar of Charles Dickens, Rosenberg has written numerous arti-
cles on the Victorian author and other subjects as well as two books,
Mary Lee Settle’s Beulah Quintet: The Price of Freedom (1991) and Little
Dorrit’s Shadows: Character and Contradiction in Dickens (1996). He was
elected to the board of trustees of The Dickens Society in 2000.

A native of New York City, Rosenberg received his B.A. degree from
Cornell University and his M.A. and Ph.D. in English from Columbia
University.

Ahmed I. Samatar, with an undergraduate degree from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin (La Crosse) and a doctorate from the University of
Denver, is the James Wallace Professor of International Studies and
the Dean of the Institute for Global Citizenship at Macalester College.
Professor Samatar, whose expertise is in the areas of global political
economy, political and social theory, and African development, is the
author/editor of five books and more than thirty articles, including
The State in Africa: Reconsiderations. He is the founding editor-in-chief
of Bildhaan, the first international journal of Somali Studies, as well as
editor of twenty volumes of Macalester International, a publication of
undergraduate education and internationalism. A Fulbright Fellow, he
has been awarded grants by the Ford Foundation, the Mellon Founda-
tion, the United States Institute for Peace, the Heinrich Boll Foundation,
and the St. Paul Foundation. His current research is a collaborative
two-volume work on leadership and the Somali experience.

Desirée Weber ‘07 earned a B.A. degree in Political Science from
Macalester College.
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