)
Technology Tuesdays --
A Brown Bag Approach to Faculty

and Staff I'T Development

Sheryl Sheeres Taylor
Dordt College



Dordt College: o~
Technology Tuesdays +

Program objective: to introduce faculty
and staff to emerging learning technologies
on a regular basis in a format that requires
a minimal time investment, thereby making
participation more likely.
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Format: brown bag
and informal

Thirty minutes every other Tuesday afternoon
Presentation is during a free period in the schedule
Participants can come and go as they please
Ample opportunity for questions

All session given during the semester are repeated
during a 3-hour “Super Tech Tuesday” at the end
of each semester
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Content: emerging learning

technologies

» Focus is on “emerging” — things faculty and staff would

be hearing about but may not know about

Y

Topic is connected to teaching and learning

Y

Team solicits suggestions

Y

Excellent resource has been a series from Educause
called 7 Things You Should Know About. ..
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7 Things You Should Know Abott...

7 Things 'ou Should Know

The EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative's (ELI's) 7 Things You Should Know About.. series provides concise information on emerging learning technologies and related
practices. Each brieffocuses on a single technology or practice and describes:

ELI Dizcovery Tools

S = = Whatitis
The___ﬁﬁ_ur ?@ = How it works
of Learning « Where tis going

Contribute to the wiki = Why it matters to teaching and learning

I Use ELI's 7 Things You Should Know About .. briefs to:
Get the 2009 |

HORIZON & b = Enhance faculty development activities
= (pen a dialogue with senior administrators about emerging technologies and their implications for your institution

= Stay up-to-date on emerging technologies

GET 7 Things You Should Know About _pieces provide quick, no-jargon overviews of emerging technologies and related practices that have demonstrated or may
0 demonstrate positive learning impacts. Any time you need to explain a new learning technology or practice quickly and clearly, look for a 7 Things You Should Know
INVOLVED . .
About .. brief from ELIL
The EDUCAUSE Top Teaching

and Learning Challenges 2009

2008 | 200

onne 1 ann
2006 | 2005

QR Codes, February 2009

MNamed for their ability to offer a "Quick Response,” QR codes are two-dimensional bar codes that can contain any alphanumeric text, such as a phone number or
LURL. The codes are increasingly found in places such as product [abels, billboards, and buildings, inviting passers-by to pull out their reader-enabled mobile

phones and uncover the encoded information. QR codes link the physical world with the virtual by providing on-the-spot access to descriptive language and online
resources for objects and locations. Maorg==

Alternate Reality Games, January 2009
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2008 Topics | 7 Things...

Flip Camcorders
Ustream

Z.otero
Geolocation

Wit

Second Life
Multitouch Interfaces
Ning

Google Apps
Flickr

Lulu

]:a\

2007 Topics | 7 Things...

Skype

Citizen Journalism
Data Visualization
Haptics
Cyberinfrastructure
Twitter

Wikipedia
Facebook 11

RSS

Creative Commons

Open Journaling

—s




Flip Camcorders

Scenario

Jama is compleiing his junior year by applying far ane
of fun trmvel grants in Gichal Resourcs Maragormant.
Along with the mouind essay, he submits 2 video mone
tage ha created wsing @ Fip camora—a small digital
cameondar. in his assy, Jamie sxplains that b imends
o chart tha food sysiem ina vilage in Kenya and hopes:
%2 supplemont his finkd notes with video footage ok
Incied on the Fip camern. The commitieg Bes the kiea
afvideo finkd notas well anough not anly to salact his ap-
plcation for one of the grants but also %o provide a Flip
o aach gmnt winnas. Batom ha naves for Kerya, Jamie
oaniacts sach of the other four grant winners and asks
Tham 1o capbure cortain images in the food oxcle ineach
of thair destingtions in ruml communities of Afica and
Sondh Amarica. H sots up o wabsin for them %o sham
widng inarmation.

‘Wil the shidents am on their raspectva irips, ook
lacting imormation for thair warous projects, they up-
Ioad widino clips to She sile, and Jamin begins aditing
and organizing tham. In their video field noies, the
studerts document sagmants of tha food cyols thirt
include techniques for sped-saving and irigaton. As
they recond peapie going about their averydiny work,
tha students. find that thair subjacts ars aager 1o dam-
ansiraa techniques and to v tha techniquos. cap-
twned on video from 1he other vilagas. Back on his
hama campus, Jamis's pears follow alang by viewing
the foolage and compare nchriguas and strabegins
for food production and preparation. Cne of the othar
studerts records the unsucoessiul afforts of a vilage
o repair o sorm-damaged well without proper tools
ar mw materials. Jame suggests she upload it o a
charity sibe where donors can seinct wlage projects io
fund. The vides demonstrates the village's need in
manngr that crosses languaga bartnrs.

0 SO PRGNS
Trim w0 earsd s b Doeatiss Dot
Airbusr-sorCom Tl - Mol 10 Lizans.

What is it?

Flip vidno dnvicas, mada by Pura Digtal Tachnologies, am small,
Ingeiporgien, digital cameondars that glip easly into a shirt pockat
or small purso. In o tima whon masors of technology iools and ap
plcations comfinually add featues, causing soma o decry what
ihey 500 a5 “mchnoiogy for iechnology's sakn,” Flip camcondons
bk this trand in favor of o dovion that dons or 1hing and doos
t will, with Ko fuss. Tha camcordams ana simpla, with o lans and
microphang on tha front ard a video s5oreen and a few butions on
1hm back. Thase devioos am ooty putormatic, withoor S nosd
ar tha option =% change manual seitings. A spring-loadnd LGB
plug on tha divice allows B 1o attach directly 1o o computer for i
rarsinm. Bultin sofftware enabies vidoo transior for processing,
stamge, or sharing on shas ke YouTube and Facetook. Far about
1he prica of a ke-nnd digital camam, tha Fiip produces up to an
hour of video that is surprisingly good for tha prics and mons than

Whao's doing it?

Since ity imroduction, the Fip has quickly becomn atmmaly pap

ular, mpariadly capluring 13 parcent of Sha camoonder markat in
b5 first year. This past spring, the Daparment of Communications.
at the Univansity of Wastingion used the Fip in o student vidoo
axpadition and documanary moarmining progness macs in et

ing M Cxinaares: after Hurricana Fatring, This fall, Duse Unsamty
s pewicing Rlip camoondans to faculty and shudants inmamsied
i asqpbaring thae technology and imvestigating the approachss 1o
inaching and lsaming that it enabies. Unigo.cam, an anline guids
1o Marth Amarican oalnges and unieansitios, provicdes. Fip dovioos
1o shudants, who captum video an the fy and dofeer & 1o She s
prampily. Bacause tha Flip i nexpenshn ancugh 1o be taken inle
situntions whara it could be damaged or kast, / is a natural §t far
aweryona from bloggers documenting rmad fips o citoon jounal

sis mconding breaking nesws for Wal prasertation.

How does it work?

Fip camcordars ara the gquiniessantal point-and-shoot devices.
Regording vidng is as simpin as aiming the lns and microphans
toward s subjnct and peassing tha record button. Because ov

ary function is automatic, tham am no settings-—just contnoks
far play, dointn, and zoom. Video is captured on a fash drive,
and the unit has a 1.5-inch LCD sonstn 1o waich playback: of ths
widon. To download video, users simply fold owt the USE anm,

more
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Flip Camcorders

plug the camcorder directly imo a high-5peed LB port on any
P orMac, and doubla-olick i opan the buil-in soéftwan, which
alfers basic video editing. Usars can than a-mail vides or upload
it ta social natworking or video-sharing skas. For adanced func-
tianalty, usars can import the Sles into standeed video-aditing
sattwnne. Bocauss the devios includas a UISE plug, thers are ng
cathas 1o camy, and e bult-n software means that videos can
e uploaded for widno sharing from arywhera—a fbeary, a cald,
ar @ friend's house—without having to ingtall software. Alerna-
thanty, @ usar could plug the Fip dinctly imio a LIEB-enabled TV
o view thar videa, though the: kw resolution is not apsimal for
largn-format presentation.

Why is It significant?

A growing companant of digital ooy is $he nofion of *video
lisamcy,” in tarms of bath cansuming and creating video. Wham:
thig tiny camcoeder fulfils s promise of easy use, | puls digital
fimmaking irlo the hands. of crdinary paaple warnling o tell their
aremrychay starias, withaul wamging about the prics and complmdly
ol canvertiona camcorders. Educators who amploy @ learming:
fry-chaing approach hove found tha Fip 1o ba simple and inmgan-
shom ancugh for K-12 studertts to recond inlerdess and caphum
wicing fociage for cammunity histany projects and documaentaries.
Far eofiege and university faculty, Thase devicos an mcelient ook
for capturing field-based video or conducting quick interviows of
subynct-matior peparts,

Those stnupgling 1o provide classmam technology on fmiled bud-
gois may find an inepansive Sigtal cameandar offars mam acl-
oatonal impact par dollar thaan & new laptap. A Flip coud ba used
o record simple lab procedures for training purposes, such as
ainical tasks for nursing ar micobiclogy, The Fip funclians wel
I krw light, and shudertts moording feld irps, campus e, and
poar imandgwes find the Rip's low profile donsn® act as & barrer
[onbwnnn indorvipwsar and inlreimsne. The Fip allows usors o om-
ata video stories and essays, doocumant procaduns, imandow
waparts, and recond ofhar activiins, aven as the technology Reelf
becomas imdsinla.

What are the downsides?

Arty timn o fechnology simpifins & prmviously comprion task, a now
5ot of wpectations and bast pmotoas must ba devalapad. Just
as aarly deskiop publishing software resulted in documaents with
a jumbie of forts, colors, and imbeddad imagns, the ow bar for
ariry inie Fip Srrmaking msuks in some rathar shaky video with
disiracting sound and uneean aditing. And, although the smpicly
athiing bult-in memary aliminates conoams about misplacing a
mmameary ciard of which kin i tha right raplacamant, the inabilty 1
change out the memary card diss Bmit the Fip's Sadbiity.

The aase of creating video also raisas issues of imallectual prop-
arty and privacy that reed 1o be resokad, parfcularty when fim-
Irg poopin wine might ot know thoy e baing fimed or mignt
nat want thar facns posind public. & Fip might hilchhise, for
g, as an urankoome guest on a Sed rp 1o a food faciiy,

a tlevision studio, or a construction si, and students need 1o
understand the passible repamussions of pubdcly posting footagn
thay take. Even whon students are responding 1o speciic assign-
manks, they nend guidanca in undemstarding what to captur and
how thary shauld it thedr viden inio a praper acadernic or class-
o ot

Where is it going?

Thasa dimirutia camcondens havn caught the popular imagination,
ani|th succass of similar desicas By the Viads by Creative and the
FRCA Smal Wonder sugpests a robust markat. Thel simplcity and
low cost may prown @ boon for digital Beracy in peneral, enabling
projncts in community sandce, history, local commaron, and the
arts. Thair affoecabiity might ead %o mouinmants that students.
purchasa tham along with ofhar standard coursa rescurons. A now
Flip mocnl offers high-definiion video capability, s do soma of its
oampatices, and the abilty 1o easily captun HD footage wil gmatly
sapant The mnga of polantial uses of thal video.

Expanded acoess 10 video-captune toals adds 1o the proliiamn-
tian of digtal content, which placas a growing burden on usans
irying fo sar throwgh and manage vast amounts of matarial, and
the video format may reguine nerw catalaging,, fkaring, ssarch,
and evaluathan tools. Considar, for exampls, the complications. of
idantifying studant plagiarism an assignments delianed in videa
rathar tham test.

What are the implications for

teaching and learning?

Tha Blig's simpiicity in cmating and uploading vides: makas it an
wocallert chaic for educational situations=for instruction and
assassmant—in which mastery of a skil or a concept can bast
e demansiraind through video, including such finkds. as cham-
Isiry, nursing, dance, or visual arts. A video showing the lost-
wias. mnthod of casting metal, for eampls, offers mane impact
In wideo than a tod-basad eplanation. Distance education, in
parlicular, might boanefit from tha abiity 1o share video batwaan
faculty and studants who ofharsisa have no opporbunity for
ince-to-fage impraction, To the guont that medin including video
become acceptad formats for academnic work, devices ika the
Flip wil apon other aweruas for student assignmants. This wil
e gitantion 1o the impartance of devmlaping new rubrics for
atiectve svaluation of mullimedia and wil raise questions of fair
usa and appropriale attrituion. Finally, shudants wha use tha Flip
In acadamia eanrcises that begin as Hablogs or citizen journalism
miy fird 1hat Shair lsarning cppartunities have pandad bayond
the classroom ard info the wider community.
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Time: attendees and
presenters

» No advance preparation for attendees

» Minimal preparation time for presenters
» Already are familiar with topic or can learn it quickly
» Prepared handouts/PowerPoint slides discouraged
» Program maintenance requires little time (planning
schedule, sending email messages, posting to

website)
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John and Louise Hulst Library

712.722.6040 | reference@dordt.edu
Catalog Search. .. Tech Tuesdays

Brought to you every other Tuesday by the Information Services staff

Home

Find
I March 3, 2009: Netbooks | presented by Sheryl Taylor
Help

February 17, 2009: FlipVideo | presented by Sheryl Taylor

Services

About Us 7 things you should know about... FlipVideo camcorders Ei

February 3, 2009: GroupWise 8 | presented by Brian Van Donselaar

Library Catalog What's New in GroupWise 8§ &
My Account .
January 20, 2009: SlideShare.net | presented by Sheryl Taylor
EBSCChost
ISTOR slideShare.net website &
Research Databases slideShare.net Quick Tour &
Online Forms

January 6, 2009: Super Tech Tuesday (repeat of spring semester sessions)

MimtAanarine ke




Dordt College:
Technology Tuesdays

, I ——

Participants

> Solid core of participants, including I'T/library staff

» Some unexpected participants (emetiti, spouses)

» Average attendance is 15-20 per session (FTE
taculty = 80)
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