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Interview with William Donovan
Laura Zeccardi, | nterviewer
May 21st, 2007

DeWitt Wallace Library
Harmon Room

LZ: My name is Laura Zeccardi and I'm a new graelwdé Macalester College conducting
interviews for the Macalester Oral History Projetbday is Monday May 21st, 2007 and I'm
interviewing William Donovan, Professor of Classitsthe Harmon room in the DeWitt
Wallace Library. If you'd just like to start byaging your name and where you were born and

then how old you were when you first came to Masiale

WD: Well my name is William Donovan. | was bom$t. Louis, Missouri in 1929. And |

came to Macalester in 1966 when | was 36.

LZ: If you'd just like to—these first questiongdind of about your background before
Macalester, and then starting at Macalester. $oufd just like to start by talking a little bit
about your educational background and then whatholbeen doing before you came to

Macalester.

[00:55]
WD: Well | have two degrees from Washington Unsigrin St. Louis, and one from the
University of Cincinnati. And they're all threediifferent fields. | have one degree in Art

History, a degree in History, and a degree in @dassMy major field of study has always been
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prehistoric Greek archaeology. | trained as alfagthaeologist. And before | came to
Macalester | lived for three years doing reseancBlieece. Then | took a job at Florida State
University, where | taught in four different depaénts. | taught in Classics, in Humanities, in
History and in Art History. Then | took a job &etUniversity of lllinois, where it was half-time
teaching and half-time | was curator of a museumeadful job—which is one of the reasons |
decided to come to Macalester. But immediatelptsef came here | had been working at an
excavation in southwestern Greece, the Palace stoNeand | had been working there for a
number of years. And then in 1965, | was nameeddir of the summer program at the
American School of Classical Studies, which is stfggaduate research institution in Athens.
It's been there since the late nineteenth centdnd | was to direct their summer program.
Now they normally don't take undergraduates. &t flaey don't take undergraduates in the
regular program, but in the summer session, theglldav undergraduates to participate. And
one of the people—that group includes undergradugtaduates, people in related fields, high
school teachers—and that particular summer ses$id865 | happened to have a professor
from Macalester, Ernie Sandeen from the Historyadipent. He had been traveling in Palestine
and Israel, and he had been told that he was doiteach ancient history here. His field was
American church history. But he was going to htveeach ancient history, so he thought he
would like to come to our summer session and lsamething about ancient Greece. So, he
was a valuable member of our summer program, &ad b good time with him. | went back to
lllinois the end of that summer, and was slatexetarn to Greece in the summer of '66 to
continue excavating. And all of a sudden, | thinkas in November, the door of my office at
the University of lllinois opened and in walked fRrmvost of Macalester, Lou Garvin. And, so,

it...what happened was Georgiana Palmer, who wasnshaiof the Classics department here,
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she suffered from emphysema and her health waspaeny and deteriorating rapidly. So she
had decided to resign. So they were looking imatety to replace her. And Ernie apparently
told Lou Garvin that he had had a good time withtha summer, so Garvin showed up. So,
that's how it started. | came up here and interetein December. And I told them there were
any number of things—I had a number of demandsgouldn't come unless | was funded for my
excavating season in '66. | was just shy of egraisabbatical, and | wasn't going to come here
and lose a sabbatical. So...and then my wife arav¢ lalways been on the same, we're in the
same field—we met in Latin class in graduate schaoid she'd worked with me. We both got
Fulbrights independently. Before we even starttihd we’'d applied for Fulbrights and we
each got one, to study in Europe, and we were athhefore we went. And she got a job at
Florida State when | was there. She was teachitignais in the Dean of Women's office there,
working with married students. So that was oneghil said I'm not coming unless there's
something that my wife will be doing up here. Saddlester brought her up for an interview in
February. And at that time, we had—all colleged &aolicy that forbade members of the same
family teaching together. So, in every place viigdn, they'd always waive the rule, but they
could only do it on a temporary basis. Part-tiemaporary basis. That's what happened here.
Macalester waived the rule, hired her, but onlygerary, and only on a part-time basis. But, we
decided that we would start that way. She ultilyeteok a full time job at St. Paul Academy,
where she finished her career. She's still working in the same field. So, | went to work in
Greece that summer, and the end of the summengugt, we moved up here. So that's how |

got here.

[06:59]
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LZ: Had you heard of Macalester before you hadlzproached?

WD: Outside of meeting Sandeen, | had never hefife place. | had never been to
Minnesota. | never thought | would end up thisrfarth. And it was beyond beyond from
where | was. And | ran into, at lllinois, there sva Professor Solberg in history who had a
position here, resigned it because he thoughtldeepvas so terrible. So he warned me. This
was not a place you wanted to come. Primarily beeaf the President, Harvey Rice. | must
confess my first meeting with Harvey Rice was amg@zil took the job anyway. But, | was in
the office of the Provost, Lou Garvin, and at tinae they were over here in Old Main, and they
were on the upper level. Garvin's office was angide facing the chapel now, and the
President's office was on the other side. Andhendorridor in-between was where the
secretary—Jackie Peacock was Garvin's secretary-héraoffice. Helen Reinecke, the
President’s secretary, had her office inside, enstbuth side. But at any rate, | had been talking
to Garvin, we got up to leave his office. We cameinto the corridor, and just that moment
Harvey Rice bursts through the door from his offye¢ting ready to leave. Probably to play golf
or whatever. So Garvin said to him, "PresideneRRrofessor Donovan is here interviewing for
the position in classics, would you care to mesttii And Rice said "no," and walks off. So

that was my introduction to Harvey Rice.

[08:46]

LZ: Well, beyond that first meeting with Harveydej what was kind of your first impressions

of Macalester, the college, and also the Classpaidment.
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WD: Well, | came in December to interview, so tmas a frigid place. Well, the Classics
department at that time was Georgiana Palmer—aaid Sleen a one person department through
the Depression. Then shortly before | came, thedran instructor to assist her, Ted Brooks.
And Classics was a, obviously, a very small depamntrwith very few students, struggling to
survive, period. In order to survive Georgiananialhad taught herself Russian, so she started
offering Classics, Latin, Greek, and Russian. t&en they had hired another person as an
instructor in Russian, Alexander Gus. So it wass€ics and Russian, and there were three
people when | came. But it was quickly decided Bhassian really didn't make much sense to
be with Latin and Greek. Of course, what's happgtoday in the Classics department here is
the same thing. You add Arabic to expand the pddggs of enrolling students. So, that was
the nature of the department when | came. Guswiakly separated from Classics. At that
time we had a course, and this was what my wifehiur@sl to teach in this program, called “Man
and His World.” Unthinkable title now, but that svtne title. And it was required of all
students. This of course was one of the questiartie sheet you'll get to sooner or later, that’s
probably the difference then and now. Then, theae a common experience that students had
at Macalester. Now, there is very little that €mi$ share in common here, outside of
Springfest, | think that's about it. But, thererhwas the course, “Man and His World” they all
had to take. There was required attendance abcatiens—there were three a year. We had,
interesting again, the title, “Confrontations”. dthere were, students had to go to | think four
or five of those a year. So there were these camemperiences that students had, and “Man
and His World” was a big part of that. And wheartived | said to Garvin and to the other
faculty, I said, "Look, in a small department wjtist two of us, if we have to keep Latin and

Greek, there goes our entire teaching load. Andavet participate in the all-campus program
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of ‘Man and His World.” We really need to expandddaa third position—to enable us to do, to
participate in the ‘Man and His World’ program,vasll as maintain our major." So there was a
tremendous battle to convince people that we nettdgdhird position. It was finally approved
on the understanding that the Classics Departmeragteed it would always staff at least two
courses outside of its own department. Of cowosee we did that, got a person, then they
abolished “Man and His World.” So, and one of thies of college and university life, once
you create a position, it's impossible to get fitt again. Classics continued from that time
forward with three positions. Then of course ttraggle was to figure out what you're going to
teach to enroll enough students to fill coursedtioge faculty. My real problem in coming to
Macalester was that | had never had any experiahadiberal arts college. My entire
experience was with institutions with graduate paogs. | had graduate students at lllinois, |
had graduate assistants, and the whole patterfe af, for research, is you teach at an institutio
where there’s a graduate program, you teach cothiaeare related to your area of expertise,
you have graduate students who assist in thatcamsequently you've got research projects and
you publish the results of your research and &l ti€oming to a liberal arts college, | was
offered a job at Washington and Lee and | turnebvwn because | would have been the only
person and they had a language requirement. Téaninfor the rest of my life | would teach
elementary language. My field was Greek archagolotpu know, to spend my life teaching
Latin one, Latin two, Latin one, Latin two, overdaover and over again, didn't attract. So |
turned down, I'd never considered a liberal arttege. And | wouldn't have considered
Macalester except for one thing—it was in the T®@ities. | had a number of colleagues here
already that | knew. The relationship with the \msity of Minnesota was extremely important.

And that’s the only reason that | seriously consgdeMacalester. In fact, before | even came,

Donovan-6



edited

the university faculty called me and said woulgdssor a program at Macalester, the Ancient
Cities Program. And we had a series of lectures fthe university and elsewhere which |
headed up, and we did this program. That wasis&tigust before | had even arrived. And
followed it up a number of years later with anotbee called "Catastrophes Through History."
So it was that relationship, and then of courseedrwas here—I started in '66—in 1969 we
started an excavation. And it was a cooperativaeation called the Minnesota Messenian
Expedition, to southwestern Greece. And it wade®@a@m, Macalester, and the University that
participated in that. So it was that connectiaat thade it a place that | considered, and it

worked very well as far as I'm concerned.

[15:53]
LZ: Could you just go back and elaborate a Imtlere on the "Man and His World" program

and what that actually entailed for students?

WD: Well, | actually didn't teach it. But...and ythyrobably get a lot of people who
participated—Truman Schwartz participated. Onthefgreat things about it was that not only
did it give students a common experience, it brodagtulty from a number of different
departments working together in that program. dsw.at that time, one of the educational
programs that was very important was general egucaf he idea was that every student started
off and you took two years in a very general pragrand then you specialized, you declared a
major at the end of your sophomore year. And yeatwon to specialize in some field. And
“Man and His World” was basically a course whichswa pull together, in a general education

pattern, an introduction to humanities, and basierse, and things of this sort, for the non-
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specialist—sort of the history of science, morentbhviously not lab science but history of
science, and its relationship to general histo/tanliterature. So, that was the nature of the
course. They would agree after much discussioa syllabus of books that were to be read and
general topics that were to be covered, and thelm gaction taught by a member from a
different department would cover those books angicthose topics, but obviously the
discussions and the emphasis would depend upandivdual instructor. So that was the

nature of the course.

[17:46]
LZ: Could you kind of describe your first impressiof the students at Macalester and how they

had compared to other students that you had taught?

WD: Oh, students are students. | mean, you knOwe thing that was very nice—you see, at
lllinois, half my time was not dealing with studsrat all. | was in that museum. Then, they had
me doing things like trying to keep the footbaliie qualified. So they had invented a course
called “Athletics in Antiquity” and | taught thatAnd it was a partial credit course for athletes.
So it was that sort of... And here | came, antiiaity | taught only—well, | think the first year,

did | teach any Greek? 1 think it was all Latinewhl first got here. But, what was wonderful
was | had very few students. It meant that, fameple, a couple of years later we produced this
pamphlet about our Classics Department. And orbeothings, in the background, they had a
picture of a class. Well, you look this was heldhe basement of, what was then the commons
over there, where the food service was. There aloet what, four of us, four students and me.

It was that kind of seminar kind of experience @mnas wonderful. It was absolutely
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wonderful. The students, | think most of them wkeoen Minnesota. | mean it was
definitely...we did not have as wide a diversity tfdents from different geographical areas,
then as we do now. And at that time, most of thesre more traditional students, | would have
said. But characteristic at Macalester in allh& years that I've been here, is one always finds a
fair number of students who are very independemtded, and they won't take anything for
granted. And that's been exciting. It really héke vast bulk of students are more or less the
same everywhere. But one characteristic thaféuad out—I don't know, because I've spent
from '66 till | retired here, so | don't know whetlone would have found that elsewhere. But
certainly my experience here in Minnesota has byaun, typical student who does what's
expected and gets the kind of grades that you éxpp@cgood student, that's Carleton. Here,
what you get is a student who won't take the cauyse tell him he or she needs to take, will
insist upon writing a paper or doing a topic thaii yhink is probably foolish, but they're going

to do it anyway. And as a teacher one learns @ gieal. | had one student here, Jim Benson,
who alienated practically every faculty member lois tampus. He thought most of us were
fools and told us so. And he started off in muara] then he switched to classics and he didn't
want to take anything but classics, and ultimabeywent off to India and he lived there for
many years, and he learned Sanskrit and came Ibadhas a faculty position at Harvard and he,
you know, he's been... But he went his own way, laredhad a number of students like that.
So | would have said my experience, the experiehtreasure are the Mac students who rock

the boat, challenging students. That was fun.

[22:04]
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LZ: | know that Lou Garvin really went on a missito hire a lot of professors in the 1960's and
I'm curious of how that was like for you to comeatoollege campus where a lot of the faculty

was new, and how that...

WD: In those first two years, '66-'67, seventy rfaaulty members. | mean, when you think of
the size of our faculty, about a hundred and gixfiyt now, we're talking about a tremendous
turnover in those first two years | was here. Well.there was a certain degree, and | must
confess, | was young and | didn't know the plagdn'tiknow the history, didn't know the

culture. So | tended to be, I'm sure, rather dobrrn fact, Arne Holtz was in the Education
Department, finally called me aside one time and 8&/e really have been doing a pretty good
job here at Macalester, it's not as if suddenly Mester was inventing itself in 1966." But, |
really did, | mean, there were a number of old terteere that were tremendous, tremendous
people. But all of a sudden the college had delcideshift its focus. And it was a debate that
continued actually for several years after | gaehéNe, during the Depression and when it was
hard to get students here, the college had trieett 8h Thomas has done now and other schools
have tried in this area. That is, they branch thaty provide vocational opportunities and
programs to try to attract as many students aslgessAnd so the last one that hung on for a
long time and is still a part of our curriculumthelugh we no longer have a degree in it—that is
certified teachers—was the education program. aet | got here, for a while there we debated
seriously adding a nursing program. Finally it wlasided that Macalester was going to be
exclusively a liberal arts college. At any ratéen | came in '66 that was the direction to which
we had decided to move. But then when the cremsecin the '70s then it was reexamined, and

ultimately reaffirmed that that’'s what we were gpto do. We voted down the nursing
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program. When | look back on it, | don't regard tact that there were so many of us new as
a...it wasn't a problem. It may have been hard forpheple, the faculty who were here before,
because they had to adjust to a tremendous inflagw people. | don't know that there's been

any period in the history of the college where wdiad that kind of rapid change.

[25:20]

LZ: You referred to the crisis in the 70's andiegs that was kind of leading up to my next
guestion—kind of the overall climate of Macalesisryou were here in the late ‘60's and into the
‘70s, just kind of, what issues students were corextabout and faculty were concerned about,

and how that came about.

WD: Well, | think the students were primarily cemeed with the Vietnam War. | think that's
the major issue that threatened everyone. Thdtyaguhat had happened—when | came here,
one of the plusses, | mean one of the reasons toald come here, was that Garvin had access
to funds. That a) he could pay my way to Greeadigan '66. He could provide a substitute for
a sabbatical in 1968. There was money availabiajtacame from DeWitt Wallace. And these
funds were, it was a very poor way to fund a cale§ecause what the college would do, they
would go to Mister Wallace and say "We think it webbe great if we did X." And Mister
Wallace would then write a check for seventy thadsdollars or whatever the program was to
be, for so many years. Then the money would disappAnd it was always on top of, it never
supported the general budget. So when | got miyatadal, for example, it wasn't a sabbatical of
the college, it was under a Wallace-funded progealied "The Great Teachers" program. The

idea was that one would go off and sit at the é¢et great teacher. Well, as a matter of fact,
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what the college actually used the money for wasn any case, providing a substitute
sabbatical. They brought Bachman in physical etitucdere. | mean, presumably, to do
something in, great teaching in phys ed. It was kind of program which could be used
elastically. They had, | mean, the Wallaces fur@éabysitting fund so that new faculty could
get their babysitting paid for. There was a bookchase plan—a faculty member could go to
the bookstore and order any book he wanted ana piaylar. It was this very strange... Well,
in the beginning of the 70's, Wallace became disamied, and pulled all that. At which point of
course, we had done a lot of thing foolishly. @urding, our financial base was not secure. We
had expanded—the student body had grown to songglikatwo thousand students, and the
faculty had grown correspondingly. And all of aldan the bottom fell out. Faculty had to be
let go. The programs had to be diminished. Wetbadjhten our belts. At the same time, we
had a president who had a wonderful new prograenEBO [Expanded Educational
Opportunities]Program. And | was on the Facultywikdry Council when that program was
discussed and approved. And | thought it was atgnegram, | still do. But it was an
expensive program. So all of these factors toggitauced a crisis for the faculty in the early
‘70s. And a number of faculty had to be let gaj arograms trimmed, and for a number of
years it was touch-and-go financially. That watkjnk, for the faculty, that was as, maybe it
was a more immediate crisis for them, because meng losing their jobs. And it's dangerous

to build, because if you have to cut back then huhvas are on the line.

[29:54]

LZ: Can you further describe the EEO program?
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WD: Well, as | said, the idea—Arthur Fleming, tresident who replaced Harvey Rice...and |
remember when we hired him. He had been in then@abf Eisenhower. And after the
Eisenhower administration, he had become Presafe¢he University of Oregon. And | had a
good friend in the Classics Department at Oregdm wrote me when Macalester hired him.

He said "Look out, he bankrupted us, he'll bankgapt.” Arthur Fleming was just full of good
ideas, but absolutely no idea of how one has talbgat funding them. So, his idea was that one
of the reasons why African-Americans in particufople of color, find it difficult to come to a
college like this is two-fold. One, the financaddligations that are not just tuition, but all the
aspects of supporting one's self for higher edanatthe room, the board, the books, all these
things. The other aspect was, in many cases weey not as well prepared. So the idea of the
program was first of all to completely fund thetedgents, and secondly to provide all the
necessary academic support to enable them to slicéewl | think both those goals were
wonderful. And | think we had some significant sesses as a result. We had a number of
wonderful African American students that addech®¢ollege and ended up going on and have
done wonderful things since. It did not touchmslassics very much. It's very rare to find an
African American who wants to study Latin or Gree¢ko, my immediate problem at that time of
course, was that Classics has been in a situatiptohg before other departments reached this
stage. Inthe old days, curriculums were drivenraglition, and students were put into the
program by requirements. Well, by the time yowcheal the 1960s, a) students no longer trust
traditions, and the colleges were busily droppithgeguirements. Classics had faced that long
before because it had already begun after World Waut the response of Classics was then to
find other things that would interest students.dA course one of these things was mythology.

So every classics department started trotting outses in mythology because students are
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always interested in those. So, we did that. keéd L.l taught, because | wanted to, my courses
in my own specialty—archaeology. | taught histwryhe History Department, | taught the
archaeology course cross-listed in Anthropologyd Ave tried, we created a course with the
Religion Department, Athens and Jerusalem, tootiget interest in that area. We tried various
experiments. And during the great crisis in th@s;7Tony Caponi in the Art Department
approached me and they had a crisis because they pragram and not enough faculty. So he,
he knew that | had training in art history and tatuayt history at the university level, so he asked
me if | would take on teaching two courses that doe cross listed in Classics in the Art
Department. So | started teaching the first seengtfte survey course in art history, and Roger
Blakely in the English department taught the secmrdester. Then in the spring term | would
always offer classical art, alternating with medieart and renaissance art. So we had a
specialized course in the spring term. So thiagsaay | justified two courses outside our
department in the art department. And that's drtleeoways in which we managed to maintain a
healthy enrollment and our three positions. Ofrseuhe only way they would have been able to
terminate us, because all three of us were tenwedld have been to declare a state of financial
exigency which permits one to wipe a departmenoouéduce the size. And they didn't do that

in the ‘70s, so the faculty that lost their positiwwere nontenured. But, at any rate...

[35:31]

LZ: What was that like for you, to teach coursese many different fields? Did you find you

enjoyed that or was it...
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WD: Well | can tell you, the greatest thing abMacalester from my perspective, in addition to
the many very interesting students, was the faadtiaboration. Now, again, if students had a
joint experience in “Man and His World” and “Confitations” and all those things, the faculty
at that time—we had a faculty lounge in the baseérme®Id Main. And right next to it were the
mailboxes. And in those days, faculty from alless the campus would come over there,
usually in the morning, to pick up their mail, haveup of coffee and talk to each other. So
there in that faculty coffee room there was a tnetioeis amount of interchange. And of course,
faculties are always fighting each other over apector another. So, one would come to see
what professor X had written and mimeographed smimeograph machine, was handing out
his position paper on this topic or that topic. tBere was that aspect. But the most important
thing for me were the many ways in which | contichte be a student. The most recent was
David Lanegran, this was the freshman seminar progand David Lanegran in geography and
| decided to offer a joint freshmen seminar. Wailddave our own students who would do
their writing for us. But we would meet togethedadave a common sort of program and
classes and field trips and that sort. And | ledra tremendous amount from David. | hope and
expect he probably did from me as well. But theaigvas | would bring my archaeological
background to an analysis of our urban setting.h&ee for example, why are there sidewalks on
Macalester campus, you see. Students would conie &eep people's feet dry, so they
wouldn’t get muddy feet or whatever, never realyzirom the social scientist perspective, from
an archaeologist’s point of view, sidewalks indécitat someone wants people to walk in a
certain place. The evidence is right here becdstedents start to make a path somewhere, the
college will immediately pave it to make sure tthety continue to walk the way that the college

wants them to walk. So it was that kind of expeees and David and | had a lot of fun. We
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taught that freshmen seminar for a number of ye@hat was the most recent. Then, before
that, and coexisting with that, | joined a quiteormal faculty seminar, on artificial intelligence.
Molnar, Walt Mink, Chuck Green, | mean there werauanber of us involved in that program.
We would meet usually once a week. We would pibkak that we were going to read, all of
us. And it was absolutely fascinating. One ofrinest exciting things I've ever participated in.
Learning something about artificial intelligencegaitive science, and of course one of my
interests is the development of writing. So, allhese things sort of work together, so that went
for a number of years. Before that, after | hadrbeeaching art history for a while, in a
department which is made up of studio artists, @ally didn't have an art historian in that
department. So, all of a sudden | realize herddaxching art history, I've never been an artist.
So | got the college to fund me by giving me redetaimie and | took every studio course that the
department offers, and that was absolutely wontleAad | can't help but think that it helped

me in the teaching of Art History as well, becaiiggve me a much greater understanding of
the technical processes involved in work. Butyas an experience. And then this led to my
team teaching with Jerry Rudquist—we had a counsth® human figure. | would lecture on the
use of the human figure as a subject in art imigtory, and then every afternoon we'd adjourn to
the studio. And we had models, and all of us walkih draw or paint or whatever, sculpt, from
the models. That was a wonderful experience.t 8ahe ongoing education that | have enjoyed
here that has been | think, my greatest memoryatadliester, and the thing | value the most

about it.

[41:10]

Donovan-16



edited

LZ: This might be a nice time to talk about yoergonal research, especially in archaeology. |
know that the digs in Greece are still very popakaacalester, and kind of your involvement

with that program here.

WD: Well, as | said, the University Messenia Exied was what | was involved with. And it
started in 1969, and our last field season was At&l then we had a study season in '74, and
then for years we worked on the publication of-thttat's now complete. | forget how many
volumes. The current excavation, that's come faremecently. | didn't have anything to do
with that one. | was, you see, | was engaged botthe level of field work in Greece, but also
on the level of the field of archaeology as a whd®, Macalester was a supporting institution
for the American School of Classical Studies ingkts. | was on the Executive Committee of
that body. | was a...became involved in Washingixg,. in funding grants for archaeological
research—I had to review grant applications anaigthof that sort. So | was participating at
both levels, both in the field myself and alsoteg kevel of academic, institutional support for
this kind of work. The problem with field work archaeology in Greece in particular, is it's
gotten very expensive. It is heavily regulatedisy Greek government. And there are very few
permits that are granted for excavations that Aca@s can do. People wait for years and years
to get a permit because usually there are onlyexaavating permits per year. So, | figured
after | finished with Nichoria, our excavation ##'or 5, | was not going to try to get on another
one at that point. So that really was the end pfwtual field. | continued, in 1980 | led the
summer program again. | participated, | gave papeinternational meetings as late as '87 or

something like that. | think that was the year.
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[44:25]

LZ: Did student accompany you on these excavatiotise '70s?

WD: Um, it was hard because, again...you see, theaN@reek excavation works is you hire
local people to do the actual field work. So thé/@ositions that, where students are involved
is if they can assist in supervising field work tley have some particular expertise. In other
words, one can always use people who are wondamntiats, because one has to draw the finds
that are being uncovered. Or do the architecpleaining. You have to have people who can do
the surveying and photographers. So, it's vergl tmplace students in a dig in those days. So,
we did, Mark Ketchum, from our department, an ugdstuate—I did have him come with us in
'69. And he helped me supervise the opening othes. That was an exploratory year, we
were digging trial trenches. | don't think we leaglace for a Macalester student in the
subsequent years because all the places wereliglkggaduate students. This began to change.
After we finished our dig, why all of a sudden exations in Greece discovered that they didn't
have the money to hire local labor. So they bdgarse undergraduates as the actual field
laborers—the ones who had to go out there and sv@&abur son, who was in his senior year
here at Macalester, he applied. They were takingesits, student volunteers at the excavations
in the Agora of Athens, right in downtown AtherfSo our son got a position working there on
that excavation the summer he graduated from Madon't know if any other Mac students

went to that one or not. But our son did. Fellowve, had a wonderful summer, | don't know

what else he learned. Oh well.

[47:08]
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LZ: To shift gears, | know that you've been invarwvith the religious life aspect of Macalester

and if you could kind of elaborate about that elqrere.

WD: Well, it so happened that for whatever reasdound the church when | came to
Macalester. | found Macalester and the churcheasame time practically. The Sunday after |
arrived here... I'd never been to church. | wasn&ed in any religious denomination. My
father was Roman Catholic, and my mother was ddbydmnti-religion. And so | had never had
any experience. My wife was Roman Catholic, arellsd been faithful right up until the time
we moved up here. And the Sunday after we got, héoéd my wife “I'm going to the Episcopal
Church across the street from Mac,” and she saidcdming, too." So, we joined the Episcopal
St. Paul's Church on the Hill across the streeiw INknow one of the reasons why | did that.
When | was an undergraduate, | was a debater.s lowdahe debate squad at Washington
University. A wonderful squad, and my colleagueow¥ent on to become a lawyer with the
large St. Louis law firm of Lewis, Rice, Tucker,lé&h and Chubb, he and | were, became very
close. We had a wonderful, oh absolutely irreflggdmsition on nationalizing industries,
socialism, which we were in favor of. So at antgyae happened to be a very devout
Episcopalian. And he kept dragging me to vari@aesures and talks and things of that sort. And
he kept saying, “you really ought to think abousthand | said “I'm too busy, | don't have time
to think about things like that.” | said “I knowe day | will.” So it happened that | happened to
think about it when | came here. So | joined therch. And, one thing sort of led to another. |
discovered that St. Paul on the Hill was finangiall dire straits and they had a fairly elaborate
program. And so they were thinking how in the warbuld they afford the help they needed.

And it occurred to me, here | have Greek and cad tke New Testament in Greek and all that,
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and it would take me virtually no preparation tintrfor the ministry and then | could volunteer
and help out. So, | came to the Macalester chaphldax Adams, to see what he would think of
the idea. My Bishop here in the Episcopal Chuait $no way." And Max thought it sounded
like it might be a good idea. Both the bishop &ak and everybody that | talked to really had
the wrong idea. They thought somehow, they thouglduld become a missionary on the
Macalester campus. | had no idea of doing thahatWwas thinking of was helping a local
church that needed some help as a volunteer inpang sime. So, | discovered | did have to go
to seminary after all. The Bishop insisted | gd.twher Seminary here. Had a wonderful course
in systematic theology there. Then | decided, bsed liked church music, that | wanted to go
where there was good church music. So | went mal€i@ge University in England, and went to
a Church of England training college at Cambridgeversity, called Westcott House. That was
a wonderful experience, too. Got introduced toEhglish tutorial system, which | really think

is fantastic. If you've got the faculty that camig and a small enough student load that you can
devote that kind of time to it—basically, what ieams is, | go in to meet my tutor, he'd give me
a list of books, and say "come back next week aitlessay you've written on topic x." And
then you have to read it to him, and then he wotedd it to pieces, and give you another one, and
so it would go. So what you're really doing is yeueaching yourself. | mean, basically is what
it is. But it works. At any rate, so | got myitveng there. Then | had to go back and take
twelve written and oral examinations here for tipgsEopal Church. It turned out it took me
longer than | thought. So | was finally ordainedLB71 here in the Macalester Chapel. Let's
see, | brought the pictures of that ordination Swaheone took. This was the Bishop of
Minnesota at that time, Bishop Philip McNairy. Atids was an Episcopal priest who was on

the faculty of religion visiting here that year—eached the sermon. He went back to Rutgers
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in the religion department. There's Al Currier whas the assistant chaplain when | was
ordained. And a whole host of—there's my daughiere—and a whole host of folks were
there, including, there's Georgiana Palmer. Hiefavas an Episcopal priest, so she came to
the ordination. | was presented with a commungirtlsat Gail Kristensen in the Art Department
made. Bob Bunting in the, he was an Episcopal &aym the Economics Department. So it was
a...Ernie Sandeen, and Roger Blakely. So it wasdifee. | was ordained then in the Chapel
in May '71. But | never thought of the collegenay primary area where | would exercise my
ministry. Despite all this expectation that I'd thes missionary. In fact, it made life more
difficult, really. I mean | was much more suspigaas an ordained minister here, by other
faculty and by students, than | would have beenlimad been ordained. But, we had a small
group of Episcopal students. We had a regular lyesskvice in the Chapel. Max Adams
permitted that after he read carefully our liturggd decided that we were offering a sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving, because Presbyterianslikenthe idea of the mass or the Eucharist as
a renewed sacrifice. So Max said “ok, you canhaé.t We had some members of staff, some
students, one of whom has gone on to be ordaineady-Lynn Hogan. And so we did that for a
number of years. Then, the Chaplain's office lgetanto all sorts of difficulties. And in 1974
they asked me if | would serve as Acting Chaplatween Presbyterians. So | did, again as a
volunteer in addition to my academic role. Thaswn, | enjoyed the time. I'm glad | don't—
oh, the thing | hated was the weddings.

[55:19]

This is a place where people drive down Grand Aeeand say "oh, that's a nice chapel, that'd
be a wonderful place to have a wedding, let's gbeéne." So, you get people off the street who

want weddings. You get all sorts of bizarre cerei@®. Then the Macalester students, typically
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Macalester students, who get married there. Idmedcouple, they arrived ready for the
wedding, everything was set. The parents werefleerybody was there for the wedding.
And they showed up, and he had forgotten to geivétdling license. So, I, strictly illegally, |
hope this does not go out, but | married them aryywald them you've got to bring me a
wedding license now. So, at any rate, the weddithgé was the bad part being Acting
Chaplain. 1didn't like that. But, it gave me ttfeance to do a few things. I'm the only chaplain
at Macalester I think that managed to twist the afitihe Music Department into providing
music at our chapel by the choirs here. Dale Widrlarought his choir over, and would sing for
the services. And probably the only chaplain hene also would bring in all the faculty. So, |
remember that, | think | brought a copy of the pamg that we ran that year. In fall term we ran
a series of services called, based on ultimatetigmss And | got Jerry Weiss, who's an atheist,
from the Psychology Department. Davie Hopper frefigion. Bud Thurston who was a priest
from off campus, and Claude Welsh the head of ib&By Department, for example to
participate in those. Then we did a varietiesetifjfous heritage in the spring term. Cal
Roetzel, who's a Methodist by his ordination, arehtMax Adams, of course, did the
Presbyterian. But we got Peter Weisensel to fatluathe Orthodox tradition, and Ellis Dye the
Mormon tradition, and Ernie Sandeen the PentecoStaJ we got faculty involved. And that
was lots of fun. | think it was, it really waswhere students were. But | enjoyed it. And |
think the other faculty who participated enjoyedAind some students obviously did, as well.
But, the....Russ Wigdfield, when he came on, he igexi’the kind of Chaplaincy which I think
students value the most, and what's probably mgsbitant—that is primarily pastoral, devoted
to the student counseling. | was more interestete history of religion, and the theology, and

the academic intellectual side of things. At tiatk, that was not where students were. | think
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it was a good idea, and the college—one of thegththey wanted to do, of course they wanted
to use religion. So they came to me and said wggv¢o have a big all college Thanksgiving,
with all the traditional Thanksgiving hymns andfedh, and so on, to try to build school spirit.
So, that went alright. But | was not happy with 8o, that was really my involvement. And the
chaplain who came next, Bodo, before Wigfield, betpe kibosh on the religious program here
by insisting that all students sign a pledge teeptdesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. Of

course that did not go over at Macalester at all.

[59:15]
LZ: So we had just finished up talking about ykund of religious experience, both at
Macalester, and | guess I'm just curious about Wwiaw Macalester students viewed religion at

this time and how you've seen that evolve over yeoure at Mac.

WD: Well, I think all you have to do is look atelzurriculum in the Religion Department to see
how things have shifted. And in a sense they'spoading to student interest, as we all have.
And what is interesting is the interests have etifo all sorts of religious traditions and
experiences. So many of the people, when | fastehere, students... Students at Macalester
then—and | don't know what the tradition is nowuspect probably there's still a fair degree of
similarity—most Macalester students tended towasdsers, positions after graduation in
service, in one way or another: teaching, andstriypnwas one. So, when | first came here we
had a number of students who would then go ondartimistry. And not just Presbyterian, but a
number of people did go on to the Presbyterianstijni Now that...l1 don't know what the

situation is—there was an article just recentlgt finis spring, of a young woman who decided to
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go on and pursue ordination as a Unitarian. Scilll here, still that tradition, | suppose isde
but what happened in the turmoil of the late ‘60d aarly ‘70s was a far greater emphasis not
on traditional patterns of worship, traditional demnations and their concerns. | mean | can
remember a chapel service where funny tobacco aswusly prevalent, and psychedelic lights
and music that those of us of my age would hardbrbo listen to, and people sitting up on the
top of the divisions in the Chapel. So it wasnaetiwhen all the traditions were being
challenged. And of course the religious ones waportant in that. 1 don't know where things
are at the moment, because | don't follow, sins®pped teaching in '92. | don't see many
students. But | know from my grandchildren whagythe interested in. My grandchildren are
members of the Episcopal Church, but very unwilliyau know, they're dragged. But
what...my grandson, my one grandson, is exceedimggyested. In fact, both, my two older
grandsons are extremely interested. One wrotemaerail and asked me every question under
the face of the earth about religious questionshtbavanted me to expound on. And my other
grandson is involved in a group of students thatiaierested in Buddhism and this/that or the
other thing, you know. So the kinds of interestsill there, it's just they're more broadly

expressed, and not as narrowly expressed as tloeyware.

[1:03:07]

LZ: Moving on to your later years at Mac in th8s&nd '90s, we talked, everyone talks a lot
about the issues in the ‘60s and the ‘70s, but wilea¢ some of the major issues that you found
students to be concerned with at that time, jusd kif general things that were going on with

campus life.
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WD: It's hard for me to answer that question. réHeave always been at Macalester a cause du
jour. Since they follow one another, | no longemember. Is it Coca-Cola this year, or
divestment another year. Or in particular whatifisee might happen to be, so it's very hard for
me to say. There always is something. You knogt,j. And again, | think the tradition of
Macalester being a liberal school with students at®politically active and sensitive is a fairly
accurate picture. Now again in Classics, we oftitracted quite conservative students. | had
one wonderful boy, Sam Adams. His father was #egswr at the U, in archaeology, but in
Mayan archaeology. Sam came and he took cours#assics and he always dressed in a suit
with a vest and a tie, and he was the epitomeeottimservative. So we've had them, and
they've been a valuable part of our constituenayels | just don't, | can't think, in terms ofeth
faculty, one thing—a major issue in the latter pdmny years here was as the seventy that added
in '66 and '67 were reaching retirement, the qaesif distribution of faculty positions became a
major concern. And again | was president of thHeiCof the advisory counsel for a couple of
years there in the '80s. And that was our...watsgieour time on trying to figure out the
allocation of vacant positions, or impending vagaogitions, so that was a major concern. Then
for faculty, the curriculum. The curriculum is aws a good ground because one always thinks
it's not—“if only we made these changes why stusl@rdguld get better educated’—and the truth
of the matter is, no matter what the curriculunthg, end result is always the same. So, we went
through the debates for dropping requirements tlaeidl we debated putting requirements back
in. And it's the great pendulum that's swung ket forth on that one. So, those issues have
constantly aggravated the faculty. There have Beere strong political divisions because the
faculty, too, is— | would suspect that probablg thculty has more conservatives in it by

proportion than does the student body. And sonetithat difference, the liberal-conservative
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difference in the faculty has created issues amdlicts. | can remember one year, one of the
tasks of the advisory—EPAG it is now—but then iswast the Faculty Advisory Council. One
of the tasks of the Faculty Advisory Council ispt@sent slates of nominees for election to
faculty offices. And we were between presidentsye were going to select faculty
representatives for the search committee. Andrdoeilty Advisory Council at that time
submitted a slate of candidates for that positidrgroup of conservative faculty submitted an
alternate slate, which was elected. So it wadlamoaservative group of faculty members that
were elected to represent the faculty in the seledf the next president of the college. We
ended up with a conservative president. | dorowkif there's any correlation between those

two, but that's, you know, these are the sorthiofys that rumble through faculty.

[1:07:58]
LZ: We haven't talked a lot about the relationdtgpween faculty and the administration

throughout your time at Macalester, if you have aieyvs or thoughts on that issue?

WD: Well, it's been checkered, checkered. Becgaagain, with almost any faculty—any
president of the college, there are those fachhy thinks that president is wonderful, and those
that disagree. At one point, with Flemming for exe—a great many faculty liked Flemming
a great deal, and a great many just couldn't dtand He did cause such a division that at one
point there was an attempt by the faculty to inim@la motion of no confidence in the president.
| don't remember whatever happened to that. | nelpee Flemming called me in to his office
and said that he felt he deserved a chance to makmase or something of the sort, and tried to

talk me out of—because as Faculty Advisory Cou@bihir at that time, | felt | had to present
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what the Faculty Advisory Council wanted to do. dArthink they were, Council was prepared

to introduce because they thought fiscally thatdhiwere becoming unglued, as they were. So,
it's been interesting, too, the variations in amaistration. We've had, right at the start with
Garvin and the Dean, Ken Goodrich from the Psyappldepartment, | thought we had an
absolutely wonderful team. And it's too bad weldott keep Goodrich, and Garvin retired. So
we lost that team. And they were just wonderiudlon't know that I've ever felt that we've had

a comparable, as effective administration in myyed Macalester. John Davis' great gift to

this college was to try to heal wounds that hadlted from the *70s debacle. He brought the
faculty together, he healed the wounds with DeWi#llace. So, in that sense, John was needed
at the time and he did a wonderful job. Much lefésctive, | feel, in terms of the faculty's
concerns, in the curriculum, in the internal lifedealing with the nuts and bolts of our ongoing
operation. John was too busy handling the otlseres. | always thought that Betty Ivey was a
wonderful Provost. And | think that was one of freat tragedies of my final years here was the
way in which she and Gavin, President Gavin, fatland she was relieved of her position. But,
well she went on to other things. And the collegeldles on, so... We've had a varied

experience with our administrators and a constarg-hate relationship with faculty.

[1:11:50]

LZ: During your time at Mac did you see the reaship between students and the faculty shift

in any...through you know, different eras in Mastde's history?

WD: | don't think so. | mean, if you come to that a place like this, there are exceptions. But

one really does have to place teaching as a faigly priority. So, it's not a research institution
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and there are no graduate students. And, um, dag‘to-day activity is working with students.
So...1 think most people who stay here, and who éhhere, are people who are genuinely
interested in working with students. So | doretiyesee that there's been any significant... If
you ask the question what changes when an institlite this goes from a basically rather
sleepy parochial local institution into one withaional prominence, to have a national
prominence means you have to have a faculty whoatsnal prominence. You have to have
faculty who are known outside of the institutiofhat means you have to have faculty who are
also devoting their time and attention to theicgiBnes outside of Mac. And that does, or can
cause some significant problems. More for factiign for students, because it makes the
faculty under greater tension. They can't jusibdevhemselves entirely to their teaching tasks.
And if they are scholars, and productive, it alssates a greater demand on them for their time.
Because the teaching load here and so on has aheays—up until recently, | don’t know what

it is now—nhas been fairly demanding. Particulaalgain, when | stop and think about the
number of courses | taught, and had to prepardHat’s incredible. | mean no researcher at a
major institution is going to teach, if any couméside his or her own specialty, more than one
or two. You know, so, and every course you tedggu're a decent teacher, means preparation.
You can't just can a course and repeat it fore@erthere are those tensions, which | think going
to a college with a national reputation represéithink on the whole, the college has managed
fairly well because one tends to get—faculty'sdige through the same cyclical patterns as
most people's lives do. There are times when @inegreative scholars and times when they are
more into their teaching opportunities, so one phas and out—this works for a college life.

So, usually it's the young faculty that are mosivacstill because they are pursuing research

they began as graduate students. And then asoyoldgr and older and older and farther and

Donovan-28



edited

farther away from the on going research, you becooee and more involved in the teaching
aspect of things. | think this works fairly wetlrfthe college. We've always had a fair cadre of
people who are nationally known. You'll also net@nother very interesting phenomenon—a
lot of research that is done by faculty at a calbéige Macalester is research in the method of
teaching their discipline. So that's a way of conmg both national prominence in research as

well as the focus on the teaching.

[1:16:13]
LZ: What are some of your more memorable expeasmeoorking with students? Did you work

closely with students on certain projects.

WD: Oh yes, | mean, honors projects, always. tah the ones that sear you, that you'll never
get over—the student who committed suicide, whosgkwwas directing. Why one didn't see

it, why one didn't anticipate that was coming... Butad a number of wonderful student honors
projects. The great disappointment in teachirgsthool like this is, again, when you're
teaching graduate students who go on in your owcigline, your life goes on with them, as
well. | have students that | have worked withiia summer programs in Greece that | still know
and still communicate with and follow, who have @back to Mac to lecture from time to time,
and things of this sort. But with undergraduatglshts who don't go on in your own discipline,
what happens usually is one loses track. Theyngdheir lives change. After all, four years of
undergraduate experience here is just a momenligriob a student's experience. And not the
most formative educationally. It's what happererafou leave here that's where the education

really becomes serious. Here, it's a wonderf@rlntle, where one can play at education and
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enjoy it, and enjoy all the side aspects of it, disl as an undergraduate. | mean, | had an
absolute wonderful undergraduate experience. lButkassroom was the least part of my
interest and experience. | mean | was in studenemment, | was on the debate squad, | was
president of the fraternity, | traveled, nationaidents association, | went to meetings at the
University of Michigan where all the students gmjéther and raised cane. It was a wonderful
four years. And then when | started graduate ddheally had to sit down and start doing stuff.
So...but I, what | regret most is that so many sttglérat | worked with, | haven't any idea
where they are, what they are doing. Occasionbitean, | had a student from my very first
year, 1966, suddenly email me the other day. hhaalked to her in years, so that's fun. But
that's a regret | have. It's very hard to havesanse of the students with whom one has worked.
On the other hand, one of the things that I'mh&riconcerned about as a teacher is the way
teachers can distort students’ lives. If we esthlibo close a bond with students as
undergraduates, we can distort what they then go do, because they have had such a good
time with one in the courses where they becomeusrdhbtic, that then they think they are going
to go on in that field. And fortunately for meathasn't happened very often. I've had students
they’re going to go on in archaeology, and thely tre@ smart enough, thank the lord, when they
get started, they realize that it's not what theatly should be doing. But, that's a danger,
because it's too easy to think that a charismedichier in one's undergraduate, in the field that
that teacher has turned you on to, is really whgdiag to match your own talents and skills and
interests ten years down the pike. And so I'vedtadents who've left this field, gone on to law
for example, other disciplines entirely, or gon®iwork, found various jobs in business, which
is where they should have gone. They had theipfaying around with archaeology or art

history here, but, there's too few positions. Qirse, what happens with faculty is, one comes
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in thinking "I did this and this and this" and gadents | work with are going to do this and this
and this in just the same way. So one tends tosfoo students you think are going to go on to
graduate school in your field. Both my son andgtéer graduated from here. And my son is in
business. He was an art major and a biology maybyr daughter was a Russian and chemistry
major. Now, she is in science still, but in sciefar which she was not steered by any of her
science programs here at Macalester. She's gpwestdent at Medtronic in biosciences. But
this was not an area where she really did any \Wwerk. So, it's not that there aren't
undergraduate things that help prepare for carbatd;m very leery of teachers who use their

influence on students to sort of push studentsgiven direction.

[1:22:20]
LZ: Did you see changes in kind of the backgrounfdstudents, or just kind of the quality of
students from when you first started teachingsdhat...once you said “students are students,”

but...

WD: Uh, I really haven't. | mean, again, charastially, all teachers, all fuddy-duddies like
me will say “of course the new ones aren't anywineaa as well prepared” or “they don't do
this” or “they don't do that.” | don't notice thatmean, it is true to say, | think, becausehef t
way the changes—students nowadays have less aa@rdbp principles of grammar of any
language, than when | was growing up. But, theyewust as well. They may need more help
in editing, but... The biggest difference that | seehat's happened to both faculty and
students as a result of technological changesl sag, | don't know what...how the faculty

interacts today, compared to the way it was wh&arted here, where we met each other face-
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to-face. And when we wanted to talk to each otiemwent to the other person's office or we
picked up the telephone. | suspect now people #iteir cubicles and email each other.
And...so, | would think that, to me, that's not aywgood progression. | don’t know to what

extent that’s true.

[1:24:02]

LZ: Were there any major policy changes at Madateshile you were here?

WD: What do you mean by policy changes?

LZ: Curriculum, or just, | know they got rid oféHnterim program. Things where there were

major changes that you saw, in terms of coursesloaddiversity requirements, | know...

WD: As | say, we've gone—when | came there wasrg sigorous set of requirements. Then
we dropped almost all of them. And then graduthiy college has been putting more and more
back in again, which | think personally is a migtakio me, it would make—that's just a
personal opinion—I think it makes much more sepndeatve a general course, like “Man and His
World” under a new heading, something like thahdAequire all students to do that—maybe
one course at the beginning of their freshman ezpee here. And then say the heck with it.
Anymore requirements. Because of course what mepigeyou get requirements that are
imposed from outside. If you want to go on in2egi discipline, you're going to have to have
the courses that that discipline requires as datsi. If you want to go on to medical school,

you're going to have to be trained and preparedki® the aptitude tests. And Graduate Record

Donovan-32



edited

Examination, and so on and so on and so on. Tdrerall sorts of external requirements that are
built in. So, and each department builds in rezqagnts for its majors. So, | think that's plenty
of requirements. But at any rate, that's beenobtiee ongoing shifts. And it’s, as | say, it'stu
gone from rigorous—Iots of them—none, and now wegreglually going back up. The biggest
one | fought over personally has been the languegé@rement, which I've always felt is
ridiculous because no one learns a language iryéacs. And to require people to take the
foreign language and think therefore you're dommething about increasing our linguistic
ability is, 1 think, the height of foolishness. @secondly, it locks departments, small
departments that teach languages, into again aiwatgd curriculum. So I've never been happy
with it. At first, | said “oh we've got to keepeim” because | was worried about what would
happen to my department if they disappeared. Bscauthat point, classics got lots of students
who didn't want to speak a language, you see,esodbuld come take Latin and Greek and
never have to speak a word of it and they couldlgeugh. We had students that only managed
to get their degrees from Macalester because o bad Greek, because they could not possibly
pronounce French or Spanish. That was that. '8pybu know, we've have that sort of
ongoing, and I'm sure it will continue. Because fdrculty always thinks that if we do something

with the curriculum, we’re going to suddenly produchbetter educational product.

[1:27:21]

LZ: What is your involvement with Macalester todand what kind of things have you been

doing since retiring?
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WD: Well, | continued as a volunteer in the chur@o, | continue to teach for example. I'm
going to be teaching art history in a way to ansEppal church in Burnsville in the fall. |did a
course in history at St. Mark's Episcopal Cathenfrdanuary—February, February this year. So
| continue to do that. Basically at Mac, I'm noirty anything. After | retired in '92 for two
years | worked at Macalester for the Provost indmg projects, because | was the one in charge
from the faculty's perspective in the remodelinghaf Humanities building. And then | was
asked by Betty Ivey to take the science buildimgl did that one. Then when Dan Hornbach
started as Provost we decided we were going tdetadlo& fine arts complex, so | worked on that
one. But then of course there was no funding seitt in mothballs until it's now being pulled
out again. So | did that for a couple of yeardsobat the same time | was working on the
allocation of space on campus. But since '94llybaven't been active here. | keep my
mailbox, | come to lectures, | do things like tha¥Vhich is too bad in a way. | think this is one
of the ways in which retired faculty could be ut#d far more than they are. But again one has
to be asked. And in...I have mixed feelings abautQbviously the place needs to go on
without us, but it'll be fun to be at least pullachow and again, even if just to have a discussion
about a particular topic where we've had a histdrgealing with a certain issue. | mean, the
issues that created the biggest fuss, like Intezmmm—Interim term was always a problem, what
to do with it, it was an added teaching respongybilFor me it was a real problem because it
meant | had to create, just for four weeks, a athat | hadn't taught. So | had to generate an
entire new course just for that January. Thapsodlem. Then we used to have a week's fall
recess, and again, | probably had a lot to do thiéh | thought it was a great idea. The whole
idea of the college calendar, how we have spring,téhen we take a week's break in the middle

of that. | should think fall term would be the samay—we have a fall term, we have a week's
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break in the middle of that. The problem of couss€hanksgiving. So | said, “hey, let's have
Thanksgiving on campus, and then have a week inlf@ctwhere we have a holiday.” We tried
it. The first thing that happened was student& tbe week's vacation in October, and then cut
all classes in Thanksgiving. So, they were gorta.bdhen, apparently—this was under John
Davis. John Davis was getting heat because panenill deliver students early September and
then they would come right back again in the middi®ctober. So, this was a big issue. John
Davis, he was very smart. What he did was he @aitgil an interim or a vacation period when
everyone was away, and he abolished the midteratioac So, it didn't create any tremendous
riots or confrontations. But those were the—thoalendar issues. And | don't know, I'm sure
the faculty is probably happier with the currertestule. | think the students have lost
something as well because there were plussesttmteeam term. It was felt more by places
like Art, because it's a wonderful time for a stugdroject. It's not a very good time for a lecture
course, so depending on the nature... My son hadnaevful time with mud minnows as |
recall one Interim. And different departments coutilize that time very productively. For
internships, for all sorts of projects. Ultimatellye last few Interims that | taught, | used ibas
time for students to do research for honors prejethey could take a project and work on it
entirely for that month, and then | could havetilee free to work with them on their projects in

a way that | couldn't at other times.

[1:32:59]

LZ: Do you have a favorite memory of Macalestecpaple of favorites moments that you can

think back on?
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WD: Oh, I have lots of favorite memories at Mastde. | mean, some of my own family. My
daughter's graduation was a wonderful time. Yé&sdh,of fun times. Lots of fun times. Or the
studio course with Jerry Rudquist. He said to m&hnted an elderly model. So | said well |
knew a woman at church who was indeed elderly ahdught she might be willing to volunteer
as a model. So | went to her and | said to herymwowant to model for our life class?” And |
said to her “and you don't have to take off yowtloés,” and she said "you disappoint me."

[Laughter] So there are moments, lots of momeNis.one.

[1:34:06]

LZ: Is there anything else that you want to tddkat that we haven't covered?

WD: We've covered an awful lot. | don't think sot unless you have some specific questions.

LZ: No, | think that's all there is.

WD: Alright. Very good.

[End of interview 1:34:20]
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