CONTRIBUTORS

Farah Sheikh Abdikadir studied Sharia and Law at International
Islamic University, Islamabad, Pakistan, and received an executive MBA
at Eastern and Southern African Management Institute in Arusha, Tan-
zania, and Maastricht School of Management. He has worked as Coun-
try Director for African Muslims Agency, an international organization
that assists in educational projects in Africa. A founding member of
Formal Private Education Network in Somalia, he has served as Dep-
uty Chair and Chair of that organization, as well as Chair of the Board
of Directors of the Somali Institute of Management and Administration
Development (SIMAD), a higher education professional institute based
in Mogadishu. He has participated in international conferences, semi-
nars, and workshops about education in Somalia, Kenya, Tanzania,
Malaysia, Jordan, Sudan, and Morocco. He is dedicated to educational
development in Somalia in the post-conflict era.

Lee Cassanelli is the author of The Shaping of Somali Society, Victims
and Vulnerable Groups in Southern Somalia, and many articles on Somali
history and society. His co-edited book with anthropologist Catherine
Besteman, The Struggle for Land in Southern Somalia: The War Behind the
War, is currently in its third printing. Professor Cassanelli teaches Afri-
can and World History at the University of Pennsylvania, where he is
Chair of the African Studies Committee and Consulting Curator at the
University Museum of Anthropology and Archaeology. He is a found-
ing member of the Somali Studies International Association.

Jama M. Ghalib is a founding member and current Executive Direc-
tor of the National Civic Forum. General Ghalib had a distinguished
career in the post-colonial Somali Republic. Partly educated in the
United Kingdom, he was at one time the Commanding Officer of the
National Police Force. Later, he held the Ministerial portfolios of Inte-
rior and Labor, Local Government, and Transport, before the demise
of the Somali national state. Known as one of the most honorable and
administratively skilled among his generation, he is the author of The
Cost of Dictatorship (1995).

Janis Grobbelaar is Professor and Head of the Department of Sociol-

ogy at the University of Pretoria in South Africa. She has also taught
at the Universities of the Western Cape and South Africa. Her work
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concerns a range of macro questions in the field of South African Stud-
ies. She has written and published on questions of diversity, race, and
ethnicity (including Afrikaner nationalism in particular); local govern-
ment; transitional justice, sustainable democracy, and the South African
Truth and Reconciliation Commission; and the broader development
debate. She served as Deputy Provincial Electoral Officer for the Pre-
toria sub-province in the landmark 1994 elections and as Information
Manager in the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission
(1996-1998). She holds degrees from the Universities of Cape Town
and Stellenbosch and a Doctorate from the University of South Africa.

Yusuf Ahmed Nur has a B.S. in Electrical Engineering from the Mili-
tary Technical College in Cairo, Egypt, as well as an MBA from Fresno
State University and a Ph.D. in Strategic Management from Indiana
University. He currently teaches strategic management and interna-
tional business at the State University of New York at Brockport. A
founding member of the National Civic Forum, he serves as its Trea-
surer.

Mohamed Qayad holds an M.D. from the Medical School in Mogadi-
shu as well as degrees in Epidemiology and Biostatistics. Between 1996
and 1998 he was a Quantitative Epidemiology and Biostatistics Fellow
at the Centers for Disease Control. He also served as Consultant for the
World Health Organization Polio Eradication Program in Afghanistan
and as a Consultant for UNAIDS in Somalia. He is now a Medical Epi-
demiologist in the Maternal and Child Health Section of the Georgia
Division of Public Health in Atlanta. He is a founding member of the
National Civic Forum.

Abdi Ismail Samatar is Professor of Geography and Global Studies
and Director of Graduate Studies at the University of Minnesota. He
is the author/editor of three books and over forty articles and essays
on African development, the state, and Somali affairs. His book, An
African Miracle, was a finalist for the most prestigious award of the
African Studies Association in 2000. Currently, he is a working on a
collaborative volume on the topic of leadership. A founding member of
the National Civic Forum, he has served on the Board of Directors.

Ahmed 1. Samatar is James Wallace Professor of International Studies
and Dean of the Institute for Global Citizenship at Macalester College.
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He is the founding editor-in-chief of Bildhaan, the first international
journal of Somali Studies, as well as editor of nineteen volumes of
Macalester International, a publication of undergraduate education and
internationalism. A Fulbright Fellow, he has been awarded grants by
the Ford Foundation, Mellon Foundation, United States Institute for
Peace, Heinrich Boll Foundation, and the St. Paul Foundation. His cur-
rent research is a collaborative volume on leadership and the Somali
experience. He is a founding member of the National Civic Forum and
is the Chairman of the Board of Directors.
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